Weekend field trip of the United Kingdom sections of  

ECOVAST - European Council for the Village and Small Town  

and   ERU – European Rural University 

Richmond and the Yorkshire Dales National Park 
27 to 29 April 2007

We invite you to take part in the third joint event of the UK sections of ECOVAST and ERU, following the successful visits to Hadrian’s Wall and to Faringdon, Oxfordshire.  This event, like that at Faringdon, falls within the context of the programme ASSET (Action to Strengthen Small European Towns) now being pursued by ECOVAST, ERU and others at European level.   
Richmond, Yorkshire, is one of the finest hill towns in England.   It is dominated by the great castle, begun in 1071 by Alan Rufus, a kinsman of William the Conqueror, which stands proud above the river Swale.   The town was a major regional centre in the Middle Ages, with markets and fairs held under royal charter.   It was famed for hand-knitting and lead-mining.  It flourished further in the Georgian era, when many fine buildings were created around the wide market place, which Prince Charles has compared to the famous ‘campo’ of Siena.  The town is surrounded by fine countryside, and forms the north-eastern gateway to Yorkshire Dales National Park.

Richmond is a busy working town, with a population of 8,500, and is a service centre to the surrounding area.   But five years ago, after foot-and-mouth disease ravaged the farming and tourism industries, it was recognised that its economy had faltered, with low average incomes, limited job opportunities, many empty shops, and a run-down environment.   In 2002 the Richmond Partnership and the Richmond Town Forum commissioned a study (funded by the Countryside Agency and the Millennium Trust) of how the town’s heritage could be used to boost its economy.   The outcome was the Richmond Swale Valley Initiative (RSVI), and the recognition of Richmond as a Beacon Town within the Countryside Agency’s Market Towns initiative.

The RSVI is focused on bringing all interests in the town together to pursue an action plan, which aims to use the fine historic and architectural heritage of Richmond as a basis for its social and economic regeneration.    During the last 4 years :

· A working partnership was formed to drive forward the initiative 
· Of 47 projects set out in the action plan, 16 have been completed and more are being actively pursued
· A first highly visible project was to improve the high river bank and walks between the castle and the river

· The market place has been much enhanced by renewal of the cobbled surface and by installation of seats and interpretive panels 

· New shop enterprises have been attracted into the town, and grants have been given for facelifts on many shop fronts 

· The famous Georgian Theatre Royal has been refurbished

· Works is now in hand on the £2.5 million conversion of the disused railway station into a multi-purpose facility, with auditoria, exhibition space, meeting-rooms, a training area, a micro-brewery, restaurants and offices.  

Our visit to Richmond will focus on the creation and activity of the RSVI partnership and on the main projects that have been completed or are in hand.   In addition, we propose to spend half a day in Swaledale seeing some of the results of the Field Barns and Walls initiative which was started 15 years ago by the Yorkshire Dales National Park and is being continued by the Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust.   The field barns and walls of Swaledale and Wensleydale are recognised as outstanding features of cultural landscape.   The successful efforts to protect and restore them are a classic example of a ‘win-win-win’ initiative, producing benefits for farmers, for landscape and for tourism 

The visit will conclude with lunch in a pub in Reeth with representatives of Hudson House Ltd, a not-for-profit community company which provides services for the communities of Swaledale and Arkengarthdale and is well-known as a national demonstration project part-funded by the Countryside Commission.    We will see the facilities at its headquarters in Hudson House, Reeth, before returning to Richmond and departing.  
Programme 

Friday 26 April 

Evening 
Arrival in Richmond by car or public transport 
see Note A 



Accommodation in hotels and guest-houses 




(reserved directly by participants, please) 
see Note B 

Saturday 28 April 

Morning 
Presentation of the RSVI by Colin Grant, Town Manager, and discussion

Tour of the town to see the main initiatives, with breaks for lunch and tea

Evening 
Optional visit to the Georgian Theatre Royal 

to see the “Funny Magnet Comedy Club” 
 see Note C

Sunday 29 April 

Morning 
Journey to Reeth (10 miles) to meet representatives of the Yorkshire Dales
            Millennium Trust and to see work on field barns and walls 

Lunch at Reeth with representatives of Hudson House Ltd 
Early afternoon 
Return to Richmond and departures 

A more detailed programme will be sent to confirmed participants nearer the time. 

Attached are Notes about transport, accommodation and the theatre 

Costs.   Participants are asked to pay their own costs in reaching Richmond and for accommodation.   A meeting fee of £30 per person will be charged to cover the hire of a meeting room on Saturday morning, plus lunch and refreshments that day and lunch on Sunday (please buy your own beer!).    Those who take part in the theatre event will be charged an extra £10.

Information.     Information about Richmond and surrounding area can be obtained from :

    Richmond Tourist Information Centre, Tel 01748 850252, e-mail Richmond@ytbtic.co.uk


www.richmond.org.uk   www.yorkshiredales.org
Information about the visit, or about ECOVAST and ERU, from

    Pam Moore, Hon. Secretary ECOVAST UK



59 Bodycoats Road, Chandlers Ford, Hampshire SO53 2HA.


 Tel 023 8027 5153 answerphone, Fax 01962 622508


 e-mail  pam.moore59@ntlworld.com
Notes 
A.  Transport  

· By road
Richmond is 4 miles from the A1/A1M and the A66 at Scotch Corner 

· By rail 
The nearest station is Darlington, 12 miles away 

· By bus 
There is a frequent bus service from Darlington, which is also the nearest National Express stop
· National Express  tel 0870 580 80 80
· Arriva bus company tel 0191 281 1313

- this company runs no.28 buses from Darlington railway station (Bank Top) every hour on the hour between 9am and 9 pm, with a 40-minute journey to Richmond.    On the Sunday, there are return buses leaving Richmond every hour on the hour. 

- for other local bus services, ring Traveline 0870 608 2608 and press 885 after the ‘Welcome’ voice.  
· By air 
Durham Tees Valley airport is 18 miles for Richmond
We hope that some participants will come by car, to facilitate movement to and around Richmond.   If you propose to come by public transport, please say so on the reservation form. 
B. Accommodation
Richmond has a variety of hotels and guesthouses, all within easy walking distance of the town centre.    A choice of accommodation is shown below, together with the Tourist Information Centre details.  Please reserve your own accommodation. 
· Richmond Tourist Information Centre 



Tel 01748 850252, e-mail Richmond@ytbtic.co.uk


www.richmond.org.uk   www.yorkshiredales.org
· Kings Head Hotel, Market Place, Richmond



Tel 01748 850220, e-mail res@kingsheadrichmond.com, www.kingsheadrichmond
 Bed and breakfast £55 per person, or £70 with dinner (quote ‘Conference rate’)
· Nuns Cottage, 5 Hurgill Road, Richmond DL10 4AR
Tel 01748 822809  Double or twin-bed rooms : bed and breakfast £70 for two people  

· Frenchgate Guest House, 66 Frenchgate, Richmond DL10 7AG
Tel 01748 823421, e-mail info@66Frenchgate.co,uk, www.66frenchgate.co.uk



Double or twin-bed rooms : bed and breakfast £65 for two people 
· Strawberry House, 49 Maison Dieu, Richmond DL10 7AU.   



Tel 01748 829741
Bed and breakfast from  £25 per person
· Pottergate Guest House, 4 Pottergate, Richmond DL10 4AB


Tel 01748 823826   
Bed and breakfast per person £29.50 in double en-suite room,






£27 in double or twin rooms, £23 in single rooms, 
· Emmanuel Guest House, 41 Maison Dieu, Richmond DL10 7AU.   


Tel 01748 823584
Bed and breakfast £26 in en-suite twin-bed room 







£23 per person in twin-bed or single rooms
C. Theatre
The Georgian Theatre Royal is a rare feature, recently refurbished, offering a remarkable experience of intimate drama.   We have made a provisional booking of a block of reasonably comfortable seats for Saturday evening, cost  £10 per head.  The show is “The Funny Magnet Comedy Club”, which has a high reputation in northern England.    Please say on your reservation form if you wish to attend this show.
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Reservation form 
I/we wish to take part in the visit 

Name(s) 

1. …………………………………………………………………………..
2. …………………………………………………………………………..
3. ……………………………………………………………………………
Address to which detailed information should be sent
…………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………….

Telephone number……………………………E-mail address……………………………












Yes 

No 

I/we will arrive by car  






(    

(
and can help with local movements in and around Richmond

(    

(
or by public transport 






(    

(
I/we would like to attend the show at the Georgian Theatre Royal on evening of Saturday 28 April at an extra cost of £10 per head, and will need ……(number of) seats

I/We will pay £30 per head towards the costs of the weekend 

(if known) I/we will be staying at the following accommodation in or near Richmond :

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Signature ………………………………………..   Date ………………………………..

Please return this form by post or e-mail before 15 March to :



Pam Moore, 59 Bodycoats Road, Chandlers Ford, Hampshire SO53 2HA.



 e-mail    pam.moore59@ntlworld.com
