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This study of towns and cities in the United Kingdom has been carried out by Valerie J Carter a geographer and town planner who has worked 

in rural development since 1984 – firstly for the Rural Development Commission (England); followed by a Regional Development Agency 

(South East England – SEEDA), and has been a member of several European organisations since 1998 and has been President of ECOVAST 

since 2010.  She alone is responsible for any errors and would welcome corrections via email: carter73@btinternet.com

The cover photo:  Tenterden © ecovast - a small town in Kent - population 7,700: home to the author for 45 years.  

The back page photo: Cranbrook © unionmill.org - also a small town in Kent - population 6,700 and the place where this document was printed 

by Stationery Express UK Ltd

The survey of towns in SE England is the result of site visits by ECOVAST, use of a business database from the 

former South East England Development Agency, and Yellow Pages Business Pages and various internet sites of 

local authorities.

Census Data; Internet sites and Wikipedia town websites

All photos have been taken from the internet and copyrights noted

Tageo.com which lists the top 300 towns in each country in the world

Opinion Surveys were carried out by ECOVAST by post/email

Supplemented with information on settlements in England from the former Countryside Agency

Maps and atlases

Crown Dependencies: Jersey & Guernsey; Isle of Man

United Kingdom: Scotland Towns and Cities

United Kingdom: Wales Towns and Cities

United Kingdom Northen Ireland Towns and Cities
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Wells - small town in Somerset, ENGLAND   Population 10,500   © britannica.com

Richmond - small town in Yorkshire, ENGLAND Population 8,400  © wikimedia  

This report is a database of all the towns and cities in the United Kingdom.  It has been developed by the European Council for the Village and 

Small Town (ECOVAST).  It was developed during 2015 and 2016.

INTRODUCTION

The European Council for the Village and Small Town (ECOVAST) has been working for 30 years to promote the well-being of the people and 

heritage of the rural regions of Europe.  It is primarily interested in small towns which play an important role as the 'backbone' of the rural areas 

that surround them.      

Towns are distinctive places which have an ‘identity’ – very dear to the people who live in them and call it ‘home’.   They reflect their history and 

local styles of architecture and building materials.  Even towns that have been swallowed up into larger urban areas still act as centres to their 

‘local’ population have a name and an identity.  
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Small Towns Across Europe

However in order to define which towns are 'small' ECOVAST has looked at all towns and cities - including New Towns.

l

l

l

l

Nairn - small town in the Highlands, SCOTLAND Population 12,000    © nairnscotland.co.uk D.Shillabeer

The ECOVAST ASSET project had four specific aims:

ECOVAST published the results of all this work in a document called 'The Importance of Small Towns' in 2014 and copies have been 

distributed to all National Rural Networks and Associations of Local Authorities or Local Municipalities across the countries of geographical 

Europe during 2015.

to promote co-operation, and the exchange of good practice between Governmental and other agencies 

throughout Europe who offer support to small towns

ECOVAST set up a major project in 2005 called Action to Strengthen Small European Towns (ASSET) in order to gather evidence on small 

towns and help develop their ideas.  It was developed by an international team from the United Kingdom, Austria, Croatia and Germany.

ECOVAST then looked at what small towns across Europe have been doing - using their assets to improve themselves.  Many small towns 

have taken action with a wide range of projects to help them have a more secure economic future.

The ECOVAST evidence included research to find out how many small towns there are in Europe and how many people live in them – looking 

at 44 countries across Europe, not just the European Union.    This pan European ECOVAST survey confirmed that there are thousands of 

small towns across Europe.  The results showed that in the 44 European countries surveyed there are 4,580 small towns in the 10,000-30,000 

population size-band with a combined population of nearly 78,000,000.  This represents a very large number of people living in small towns, 

more than the population of any European country except Germany. There were 776 such towns identified in Germany; 423 in Italy; 350 in the 

United Kingdom and 310 in France.  ECOVAST recognised that towns between 30,000 and 50,000 are still ‘small’ compared to the larger towns 

and cities of Europe and several countries consider the upper limit of a small town should be 50,000.  In the European survey there were 1,210 

towns within this size band with a combined population of more than 45,000,000; with 204 in Germany; 157 in Italy; 147 in the United Kingdom 

and 131 in France.

to promote contact and the exchange of good practice between individual small towns throughout Europe

As part of this project ECOVAST has held or attended and spoken at events in Austria, Croatia, Germany, Finland, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, 

Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Spain and the United Kingdom where the needs of small towns, exchanges of best practice and our 

research findings have been discussed and have contributed to the development of our ideas and collection of a body of evidence.

to facilitate, support and encourage the delivery of research to enable evidence-based policy

to speak on behalf of small towns to influence the European Commission, the Council of Europe and the 

Committee of the Regions and Governments

ECOVAST Opinion surveys from rural networks across Europe made it clear that there is no formal definition for a ‘town’ and the upper limits of 

a small town gave a variety of answers to this question.   ECOVAST recognises that the debate is complex and the definition of a ‘town’ can 

vary from one country to another.  The Opinion Surveys gave information on what kind of activities small towns are involved in to improve their 

futures and how they had coped with the severe economic recession.
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Characteristics of Small Towns

Llanidloes - small town in Powys, WALES  © wikipedia.org

l

l

l

ECOVAST has developed its ideas about the importance of 'small towns' over many years.

Defining what makes a 'small town' has not ben simple as many countries have different upper size limits.  ECOVAST uses both size and 

function to define ‘small towns’ as well as looking at their particular assets of distinctiveness and contribution to rural landscapes.  The work 

on 'functions' looked at the criteria below  (all 'towns will have at least one of these): 

ECOVAST appreciates that the role of small towns has evolved and changed over the years and their vitality has fluctuated in response to 

historical forces of all kinds.  Changes will continue and there is a crucial need to understand the challenges they face in a modern world.  

Small towns cannot be ‘frozen’ or preserved in aspic.  

they have attracted 'magnet traders' such as Boots; WH Smiths and the former Woolworths

they serve a hinterland of surrounding villages and countryside

Small towns are considered to be essential to the well-being of rural areas.  They are an important link in the hierarchy of settlements – they 

serve a rural hinterland and they are in turn within the hinterland of larger urban areas.  They contribute not only to the wealth of the local areas 

but also the region and to the national economy of the country where they are situated.  They are an important element in any rural / urban 

partnership.

Towns have mostly grown slowly over time and reflect the various periods of their history through their street plans and buildings. Most towns 

across Europe will have grown up because of their geographical location such as a river crossing, a crossroad of routes or port linking places 

and countries; on defensive sites around a castle or fort; or around a religious centre for worship and pilgrimage; a market to sell goods 

produced in the surrounding areas.  Some towns will have developed because of specialities, for example fishing ports; mining towns or spa 

towns.

While there are many similarities in small towns which have followed a similar history over the ages, there are also differences in the political 

context which different countries have faced since the 20
th

 century after collapses of empires and the impact of World Wars.  The emergence of 

new states and this political background will have created very different circumstances for small towns and how they may develop.

Small rural towns are places which provide for both themselves and a rural hinterland.  They provide local markets, shops; as well as acting as 

a centre for employment and business activity and a wide range of services. All small towns will have enough facilities to make them rural 

service centres for their surrounding hinterland.  Towns are more compact and more densely developed than a village, .they often have a 

pattern of narrow streets dating from historic times.  They have a clear central place – for meeting & trade and have assets and religious 

buildings attracting people from a wider area.

At the same time as the pan-European work, ECOVAST carried out detailed research on more than 175 small towns in South East England 

which looked at economic factors, services present and heritage assets.  In this region the towns were surveyed in great detail as part of the 

work of the SE England Regional Development Agencies Small Town programme. 

they have a regular market
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l

l

l

l

Coleraine - small town in  Causeway Coast Glens Borough, NORTHERN IRELAND   Population 24,600    © niarchive.org

Small Towns in the United Kingdom

l

l

ECOVAST has carried out a more detailed search on towns below 10,000 population using the following criteria:  all those places which were 

former Municipal Boroughs or Urban Districts up until 1960’s are included as towns; almost all those places listed on the Council for British 

Archaeology (CBA) Historic Towns report in July 1965 are included as towns;  those places that have a secondary school – which will serve a 

hinterland of villages are included as towns: those places identified on their Wikipedia town website as ‘towns’ are included.   Those places 

which had a medieval Town Charter are noted on the database but many of them are no longer ‘towns’ and provide village level services

they have a secondary school (all towns have been subjected to this survey)

It is the smaller towns which have managed to resist the severe impact of major modernisation of their retail centres which make many larger 

towns look like ‘clones’ – certainly at ground level - and so they are the ones which are more likely to retain a more complete and cohesive 

record of their history – yet these are also the ones that face the impact of centralisation and loss of services.  Many small towns have taken 

action with a wide range of projects to help them have a more secure economic future and the publication 'The Importance of Small Towns' has 

identified examples of such good practice across Europe.

We advocate a mainstream European Union policy focused on small towns, recognizing all the contributions they 

make in the social and economic structures of rural regions and their vitality and for greater focus on the needs of 

small towns in national policies. 

We call for increased cooperation between communities, organisations and authorities in rural and urban areas in 

order to gain the full benefit of social, cultural and economic links which such cooperation can bring; and for 

vigorous exchange of ideas and good practice between those involved in rural and urban areas

ECOVAST considers that the information on small towns is not just relevant at the European level but to individual countries, regional and local 

authorities, business organisations and voluntary bodies, and they are aware that there is a lot of interest in small towns.

they provide a good range of services (banks, chemists, ironmongers etc)

they have one of the main supermarkets (ASDA; Marks & Spencer; Morrissons; Sainsburys; Tesco; Waitrose; 

Cooperative; Aldi; Lidl; Booths; Budgens; Sainsburys Local or Tesco Express and larger branches of SPAR

This piece of work is a contribution of the ECOVAST United Kingdom National Section as part of the ASSET project  in order to find out how 

many small towns exist in the United Kingdom.   In order to do this it looked at and listed all the ‘towns’ or cities in the United Kingdom whatever 

their population size. 

Since the ECOVAST work was completed the Second European Rural Parliament which met in Scharding, Austria in November 2015 

recognised the importance of small towns and made a specific comment and recommendation for action in its adopted European Rural 

Manifesto with  the following specific reference and recommendation:

they have offices of the local authority
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UK ENGLAND TOWNS AND CITIES

LEGEND:

Column A

Column B

Column C

1

2

3

4

s

Column D  

Column E

Column F

Column G

Column H 

Column I

Column J

LT Large Towns with populations above 250,000

T Towns with populations above 50,000 but below 250,000

M  

ST

VS Very Small Towns with populations less than 4,000.  Many towns in remoter rural areas can be as low as 1,000  

Column K

Column L

Column M

Sources:

Many towns were awarded Town Charters (Ch) in the Middle Ages by the Kings of England and Wales or designated 

Royal Burghs in Scotland -but many of these no longer provide 'town level' functions and are not included

Towns which are listed in the major world data base of towns called Tageo.com (Tag).  However the database has 

limitations as it only lists the larger 300 towns in any country (which does not include all the towns in England, 

Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland)

The ECOVAST size bands are set out below: Conurbations made up of several towns are listed first

Code for all towns with populations of less than 10,000 - why they are included as towns: 

England is one of the four countries that make up the United Kingdom and it occupies most of the central and southern parts of the Island of 

Great Britain.  The Kingdom of England (which included Wales after the mid 16
th

 century) became the  Kingdom of Great Britain in 1801.  It 

became the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland in 1922.  The country was originally divided into 48 historic counties.  Today 

the administrative divisions are made up of 27 two-tier non metropolitan (Shire) counties; 6 metropolitan counties; 55 new Unitary Authorities 

and Greater London.   The database lists both the historic and the newest local authority for each town.  The population of the United Kingdom 

was 53,012,400 in 2011.

Current Local Authority areas - Shire Counties, Metropolitan Counties or Unitary Authorities

Census data; Wikipedia Town websites; Wikipedia List of Towns; Wikipedia List of former rural and urban districts; 

Ordnance Survey Maps 1:50,000; Daily mail UK Tourist Maps 1:400,000; Council for British Archaeology data; 

Whitaker's Almanack; ECOVAST survey work and databases

Name of town or city - listed alphabetically.  Cities of today are listed in bold.  New Towns identified as 'NT'

The towns followed by n are ones visited by the ECOVAST author of this report

Population of town taken from Wikipedia town website - most (but not all) are for 2011 - and have been rounded

Former status: County Boroughs (CB); City Councils (CC); Municipal Boroughs (MB); Urban Districts (UD)

ECOVAST survey of towns that provided a Secondary School function are identified with 'F' 

Local Authority areas - former geographical counties

The data is set out in 5 main sections - England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland and the Crown Dependencies.  England is such a large 

country that it has been divided into regions - using those regions which were put in place by government in 1999 and ceased in 2010.  

Although the purpose of this work was to identify free-standing towns it does include those 'towns' which have been absorbed into large urban 

areas.  The region of London (Inner and Outer London) has also been included.  All those which were former Municipal Boroughs or Urban 

Districts or called a 'town' on their website and those which had a medieval Town Charter are included.

This database lists all freestanding towns and also towns which have coalesced into 'urban areas' which are identified as a 'place' by their 

name.  Several were once clearly separate communities - some former Municipal Boroughs or Urban Districts.  The constituent 'town' parts of 

these urban areas are included in the list.  All towns are listed alphabetically.

The free-standing towns are sorted into size-bands: Large Towns; Towns; Medium-sized Towns; Small Towns (divided into 2 sub-size bands) 

and Very Small Towns.  .

Former Municipal Borough or Urban District

Included on the Council of British Archaeology list of the best historic towns (England, Scotland and Wales)

Has a secondary school

Towns listed on the List of English Towns or included as a 'town' on their website identified with 'x'

Those smaller towns which have been visited by the author and subjected to a short survey are noted.  All the South East England towns have 

been subjected to a full functional survey.

Towns recognised as being the best historic towns by the Council of British Archaeology (CBA) 1965 - with the best 

342 towns aoted as 'CB' and the very best of these noted as 'CB*', in England, Scotland and Wales.  Not all provide 

'town level' functions and are not included.

Medium sized Towns with populations between 30,000 and under 50,000

Small Towns - populations below 30,000 (with 2 levels: 30,000-10,000 & 9,999-4000)  

Called 'town' on website (x)

Full survey of functions carried out (all South East Towns have been surveyed)
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Column A B C D E F G H I J K L M 

Borehamwood F M 31,100 Hertfordshire Hertfordshire County

Bushey UD F Ch ST 24,000 Hertfordshire Hertfordshire County

Cheshunt UD Ta F T 50,000 Hertfordshire Hertfordshire County

Chigwell UD F ST 12,400 Essex Essex County

Corringham ST 8,800 Essex Thurrock Unitary Authority

Grays UD Tag F Ch M 36,600 Essex Thurrock Unitary Authority

Purfleet UD F ST 8,500 Essex Thurrock Unitary Authority

South Ockendon F Ch ST 17,600 Essex Thurrock Unitary Authority

Stanford Le Hope F ST 6,600 Essex Thurrock Unitary Authority

Waltham Abbey UD F ST 20,400 Essex Essex County

Watford n MB Tag F Ch T 118,100 Hertfordshire Hertfordshire County

West Thurrock F Ch ST 7,700 Essex Thurrock Unitary Authority

There are 19 Towns with populations over 50,000 but less than 250,000

Basildon NT n UD Tag F T 107,100 Essex Essex County

Bedford n MB Tag F Ch T 81,600 Bedfordshire Bedford  Unitary Authority

Braintree n UD Tag F Ch T 53,400 Essex Essex County

Cambridge n MB Tag F CB* Ch T 102,600 Cambridgeshire Cambridgeshire County

Chelmsford MB Tag F Ch T 103,300 Essex Essex County

Cheshunt F T 54,600 Essex Essex County

Colchester n MB F CB* Ch T 103,000 Essex Essex County

Dunstable n MB Tag F Ch T 51,700 Bedfordshire Central Bedfordshire Unitary Authority

Great Yarmouth n MB Tag F Ch T 58,500 Norfolk Norfolk County

Harlow NT UD Tag F Ch T 74,900 Essex Essex County

Hemel Hempstead NT n MB Tag F Ch T 81,200 Hertfordshire Hertfordshire County

Ipswich n MB Tag F CB Ch T 134,300 Suffolk Suffolk County

Lowestoft n MB Tag F Ch T 66,400 Suffolk Suffolk County

Luton MB Tag F Ch T 184,700 Bedfordshire Luton Unitary Authority

Norwich MB Tag F CB* Ch T 177,100 Norfolk Norfolk County

Peterborough NT MB Tag F CB T 149,600 Huntingdonshire Peterborough Unitary Authority

Southend MB Tag F T 164,500 Essex Southend Unitary Authority

St Albans MB Tag F CB Ch T 84,500 Hertfordshire Hertfordshire County

Stevenage NT n UD Tag F Ch T 78,900 Hertfordshire Hertfordshire County

There are 15 Medium-sized Towns with populations over 30,000 but under 50,000

Bishop's Stortford UD F Ch M 38,200 Hertfordshire Hertfordshire County

Brentwood UD Tag F Ch M 49,400 Essex Essex County

Bury St Edmunds n MB F CB Ch M 35,000 Suffolk Suffolk County

Canvey Island UD Tag F M 38,600 Essex Essex County

Clacton-on-Sea UD Tag F M 49,100 Essex Essex County

Hitchin UD Tag F CB Ch M 35,700 Hertfordshire Hertfordshire County

Hoddesdon UD Tag F Ch M 37,100 Hertfordshire Hertfordshire County

King's Lynn MB Tag F CB* Ch M 46,100 Norfolk Norfolk County

Leighton Buzzard UD Tag F Ch M 36,600 Bedfordshire Central Bedfordshire Unitary Authority

Letchworth UD F M 33,600 Hertfordshire Hertfordshire County

Loughton UD F M 30,300 Essex Essex County

Rayleigh UD F Ch M 31,100 Essex Essex County

South Benfleet UD F M 48,800 Essex Essex County

Welwyn Garden City NT UD Tag F M 44,700 Hertfordshire Hertfordshire County

Wickford F M 31,400 Essex Essex County

Beccles n 1 MB x F Ch ST 10,100 Suffolk Suffolk County

Berkhamsted n 1 UD x F Ch ST 18,100 Hertfordshire Hertfordshire County

Biggleswade 1 UD x F Ch ST 16,500 Bedfordshire Central Bedfordshire Unitary Authority

There is a large urban areas on the edge of Outer London which contains 12 coalescing towns.  All free standing towns are listed in 

the different size-bands below this urban conglomeration.

This area includes the Shire Counties of Cambridgeshire (5 Districts); Essex (12 Districts); Hertfordshire (10 Districts); Norfolk (7 Districts); and 

Suffolk (7 Districts); and Unitary Authorities of Thurrock; Southend-on-Sea; Luton; Bedford;and Central Bedfordshire.  The population of the 

areas was 5,847,000 in 2011.

UK ENGLAND: EAST OF ENGLAND

There are 46 Small Towns with populations between 10,000 and 30,000
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Billericay 1 UD x Tag F Ch ST 27,900 Essex Essex County

Broxbourne 3 x F ST 13,200 Hertfordshire Essex County

Chigwell 3 x F ST 12,400 Essex Essex County

Chorley Wood 1 UD x ST 11,200 Hertfordshire Hertfordshire

East Dereham 1 UD x F CB Ch ST 17,700 Norfolk Norfolk County

Ely n 1 UD x F CB Ch ST 13,900 Cambridgeshire Cambridgeshire

Felixstowe 1 UD x F ST 29,300 Suffolk Suffolk County

Flitwick 2 x ST 12,700 Bedfordshire Central Bedfordshire Unitary Authority

Halstead n 1 UD x F Ch ST 11,900 Essex Essex County

Harpenden 1 UD x F ST 28,400 Hertfordshire Hertfordshire County

Harwich 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 20,100 Essex Essex County

Hatfield 3 x F Ch ST 29,600 Hertfordshire Hertfordshire County

Haverhill 1 UD x F Ch ST 22,000 Suffolk Suffolk County

Hertford 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 24,000 Hertfordshire Hertfordshire County

Houghton Regis 4 x ST 17,000 Bedfordshire Central Bedfordshire Unitary Authority

Huntingdon n 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 20,600 Huntingdonshire Cambridgeshire County

Kempston 1 UD x F ST 20,000 Bedfordshire Bedfordshire Unitary Authority

Kesgrave 3 x F ST 11,000 Suffolk Suffolk County

Maldon n 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 20,700 Essex Essex County

March 1 UD x F CB ST 18,000 Cambridgeshire Cambridgeshire County

Newmarket 1 UD x F Ch ST 18,000 Suffolk Suffolk County

North Walsham 1 UD x F Ch ST 11,800 Norfolk Norfolk County

Potters Bar 1 UD x F ST 22,000 Middlesex Hertfordshire County

Rickmansworth 1 UD x ST 14,500 Hertfordshire Hertfordshire County

Royston n 1 UD x F Ch ST 15,700 Hertfordshire Hertfordshire County

Saffron Walden n 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 14,300 Essex Essex County

Sandy 1 UD x F ST 10,800 Bedfordshire Central Bedfordshire Unitary Authority

South Woodham Ferrers 3 x F Ch ST 16,600 Essex Essex County

Sprouston 3 x F ST 14,100 Norfolk Norfolk County

St.Ives n 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 18,000 Huntingdonshire Cambridgeshire County

St.Neots n 1 UD x F CB Ch ST 20,000 Huntingdonshire Cambridgeshire County

Stowmarket n 1 UD x F Ch ST 15,000 Suffolk Suffolk County

Sudbury 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 20,000 Suffolk Suffolk County

Thetford 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 24,300 Norfolk Norfolk County

Thundersley 3 x F ST 15,600 Essex Essex County

Tilbury 3 x F Ch ST 20,000 Essex Essex County

Tring 1 UD x F Ch ST 11,800 Hertfordshire Hertfordshire County

Ware n 1 UD x F CB Ch ST 17,000 Hertfordshire Hertfordshire County

Whittlesey 1 UD x F Ch ST 12,400 Cambridgeshire Cambridgeshire County

Wisbech 1 MB x F CB* Ch ST 26,000 Cambridgeshire Cambridgeshire County

Witham n 1 UD x F CB Ch ST 22,600 Essex Essex County

Woodbridge 1 UB x F CB Ch ST 10,900 Suffolk Suffolk County

Wymondham 1 UD x F CB Ch ST 11,400 Norfolk Norfolk County

Ampthill n 1 UD x CB Ch ST 6,700 Bedfordshire Central Bedfordshire Unitary Authority

Arlesey 4 x Ch ST 5,600 Bedfordshire Central Bedfordshire Unitary Authority

Attleborough 3 x F Ch ST 9,700 Norfolk Norfolk County

Aveley 3 x F Ch ST 8,300 Essex Thurrock Unitary Authority

Aylsham 2 x F CB Ch ST 5,500 Norfolk Norfolk County

Baldock 1 UD x F CB Ch ST 9,900 Hertfordshire Hertfordshire County

Brandon 4 x Ch ST 8,200 Suffolk Suffolk County

Brightlingsea 1 UD x F ST 8,100 Essex Essex County

Bungay n 1 UD x F CB Ch ST 4,800 Suffolk Suffolk County

Buntingford 3 x F Ch ST 4,800 Hertfordshire Hertfordshire County

Burnham-on-Crouch 1 UD x F Ch ST 7,600 Essex Essex County

Caister on Sea 3 x F ST 8,900 Norfolk Norfolk County

Chatteris 3 x F ST 8,400 Cambridgeshire Cambridgeshire County

Chipping Ongar 2 x F CB Ch ST 5,900 Essex Essex County

Cottenham 3 x F Ch ST 5,400 Cambridgeshire Cambridgeshire County

Cromer 1 UD x F Ch ST 8,800 Norfolk Norfolk County

There are 50 Small Towns where the populations are more than 4,000 but under 10,000
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Diss 1 UD x F Ch ST 6,700 Norfolk Norfolk County

Downham Market 1 UD x F Ch ST 6,700 Norfolk Norfolk County

Epping n 1 UD x F Ch ST 9,800 Essex Essex County

Fakenham 3 x F Ch ST 7,700 Norfolk Norfolk County

Frinton on Sea 1 UD x ST 4,000 Essex Essex County

Godmanchester n 1 MB x CB Ch ST 6,700 Huntingdonshire Cambridgeshire

Gorleston on Sea 3 x F ST 5,800 Norfolk Norfolk County

Great Dunmow 2 x F CB Ch ST 5,900 Essex Essex County

Hadleigh n 1 UD x F CB* Ch ST 7,100 Essex Essex County

Halesworth 4 x Ch ST 5,400 Suffolk Suffolk County

Hunstanton 1 UD x F Ch ST 6,000 Norfolk Norfolk County

Leiston 4 x Ch ST 5,400 Suffolk Suffolk County

Linton 2 x CB VS 4,200 Cambridgeshire Cambridgeshire County

Manningtree n 3 x F CB Ch ST 5,600 Essex Essex County

Mildenhall 3 F Ch ST 9,000 Suffolk Suffolk County

Needham Market 4 x ST 4,500 Suffolk Suffolk County

Potton 4 x Ch ST 7,700 Bedfordshire Central Bedfordshire Unitary Authority

Ramsey 3 x F ST 8,000 Cambridgeshire Cambridgeshire County

Rendenhall 3 x F ST 4,600 Norfolk Norfolk County

Rochford 3 x F Ch ST 8,400 Essex Essex County

Sawbridgeworth 1 UD x ST 8,400 Hertfordshire Hertfordshire County

Sawston 3 x F ST 7,100 Cambridgeshire Cambridgeshire County

Sawtry 3 x F ST 5,500 Cambridgeshire Cambridgeshire County

Shefford 4 x Ch ST 6,000 Bedfortdshire Central Bedfordshire Unitary Authority

Sheringham 1 UD x F Ch ST 7,100 Norfolk Norfolk County

Soham 3 x F ST 8,400 Cambridgeshire Cambridgeshire County

Stansted Mountfitchet 3 x F ST 5,300 Essex Essex County

Stotfold 4 x ST 6,100 Bedfordshire Central Bedfordshire Unitary Authority

Swaffham 1 UD x F CB Ch ST 6,700 Norfolk Norfolk County

Tiptree 3 x F ST 8,300 Essex Essex County

Watton 3 x F Ch ST 6,800 Norfolk Norfolk County

West Mersea 1 UD x 7,100 Essex Essex County

Wivenhoe 1 UD x CB ST 8,000 Essex Essex County

Writtle 2 x CB Ch ST 4,600 Essex Essex County

Lavenham, Suffolk © wikimedia Diss, Norfolk   © wikimedia Manningtree, Essex © geograph.org.uk

There are 28 Very Small Towns where the population is less than 4,000

Acle 3 x F Ch VS 2,800 Norfolk Norfolk County

Aldeburgh n 1 MB x VS 2,400 Suffolk Suffolk County

Bradwell on Sea* 1 UD x VS 800 Essex Essex County

Burnham Market 2 x CB Ch VS 1,000 Norfolk Norfolk County

Castle Hedingham 2 x CB Ch VS 1,000 Essex Essex County

Clare 3 x F CB Ch VS 1,900 Suffolk Suffolk County

Coggeshall 3 x F Ch VS 3,900 Essex Essex County

Dedham n 2 x CB VS 1,900 Essex Essex County

Eye 1 MB x F Ch VS 1,700 Suffolk Suffolk County

Framlingham 3 x F Ch VS 3,100 Suffolk Suffolk County

Great Coggeshall 2 x CB VS 3,900 Essex Essex County

Holt 4 x CB Ch VS 3,500 Norfolk Norfolk County

Kimbolton n 2 x CB Ch VS 1,000 Huntingdonshire Cambridgeshire County

Lavenham n 2 x F CB* Ch VS 1,700 Suffolk Suffolk County
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Loddon 3 x F Ch VS 2,500 Norfolk Norfolk County

Long Metford 2 x CB Ch VS 3,500 Suffolk Suffolk County

Methwold 2 x F CB Ch VS 1,200 Norfolk Norfolk County

Nayland 2 x CB Ch VS 1,200 Suffolk Norfolk County

Newport 3 x F CB Ch VS 2,300 Essex Essex County

Old Buckenham 2 x F CB VS 1,500 Norfolk Norfolk County

Orford n 2 x CB Ch VS 1,000 Suffolk Suffolk County

Reepham 3 x F Ch VS 2,400 Norfolk Norfolk County

Saxmunden 3 x F Ch VS 3,600 Suffolk Suffolk County

Southwold n 1 MB x CB Ch VS 1,000 Suffolk Suffolk County

Stalham 3 x F VS 2,900 Norfolk Norfolk County

Thaxted n 2 x CB* Ch VS 2,500 Essex Essex County

Wells next Sea 1 UD x F Ch VS 2,400 Norfolk Norfolk County

Woburn n 2 x CB Ch VS 1,000 Bedfordshire Central Bedfordshire Unitary Authority

UK ENGLAND: EAST MIDLANDS

Column A B C D E F G H I J K L M 

(a) Leicester  conurbation which includes 3 towns

Leicester n CC Tag F Ch LT 337,000 Leicestershire Leicester Unitary Authority

Oadby UD F ST 23,800 Leicestershire Leicestershire County

Wigston UD F M 32,300 Leicestershire Derbyshire County

(b) Nottingham conurbation which includes 3 towns

Hucknall UD F ST 7,900 Nottinghamshire Nottinghamshire County 

Nottingham MB Tag F Ch LT 314,000 Nottinghamshire Nottingham Unitary Authority

West Bridgeford UD Tag F M 45,000 Nottinghamshire Nottinghamshire County 

There are 7 Towns with populations between 50,000 and under 250,000

Chesterfield n MB Tag F Ch T 70,000 Derbyshire Derbyshire County

Derby MB Tag F Ch T 233,200 Derbyshire Derbyshire County

Kettering MB Tag F Ch T 50,900 Northamptonshire Northamptonshire County

Lincoln n MB Tag F CB* Ch T 85,000 Lincolnshire Lincolnshire County

Mansfield MB Tag F Ch T 74,200 Nottinghamshire Nottinghamshire County 

Northampton NT MB Tag F Ch T 212,000 Northamptonshire Northamptonshire County

Nuneaton Tag F T 71,800 Northamptonshire Northamptonshire County

There are 14 Medium Sized Towns with populations of over 30,000 but under 50,000 

Arnold UD F Ch M 37,700 Nottinghamshire Nottinghamshire County 

Blyth Tag Ch M 36,600 Nottinghamshire Nottinghamshire County 

Boston MB Tag F Ch M 35,100 Lincolnshire Lincolnshire County

Coalville UD F M 32,100 Leicestershire Leicestershire County

Corby NT UD Tag F Ch M 49,200 Northamptonshire Northamptonshire County

Grantham n MB Tag F Ch M 36,700 Lincolnshire Lincolnshire County

Hinkley UD F Ch M 46,900 Leicestershire Leicestershire County

Ilkston MB Tag F Ch M 36,600 Derbyshire Derbyshire County

Long Eaton UD F M 37,700 Derbyshire Derbyshire County

Loughborough MB Tag F Ch M 49,200 Leicestershire Leicestershire County

Sutton in Ashfield UD Tag F M 37,600 Nottinghamshire Nottinghamshire County 

Swadlincote UD F M 41,000 Derbyshire Derbyshire County

Wellingborough UD M Tag F Ch M 45,700 Northamptonshire Northamptonshire County

Worksop MB Tag F Ch M 39,000 Nottinghamshire Nottinghamshire County 

There are 40 Small Towns with populations between 10,000 but under 30,000

Alfreton 1 UD x F Ch ST 22,000 Derbyshire Derbyshire County

Ashby de la Zouch 1 UD x F CB Ch ST 11,400 Leicestershire Leicestershire County

Belper n 1 UD x F CB ST 21,000 Derbyshire Derbyshire County

Bolsover 1 UD x F Ch ST 11,500 Derbyshire Derbyshire County

There are 2 conurbation each with 1 large town of over 250,000 and other towns.  All free standing towns are listed in the different 

size-bands below these urban conglomerations. 

This area includes the  Shire Counties of Derbyshire (8 Districts); Lincolnshire (7 Districts); Leicestershire (7 Districts); Northamptonshire (7 

Districts) and Nottinghamshire (7 Districts); and Unitary Authorities of Derby, Nottingham; Leicester; and Rutland.  The population of the area 

was 4,533,000 in 2011. 
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Bottesford 4 x Ch ST 11,700 Lincolnshire Lincolnshire County

Bourne 1 UD x F Ch ST 11,400 Lincolnshire Lincolnshire County

Brackley 1 MB x F Ch ST 13,300 Northamptonshire Northamptonshire County

Braunstone 3 x F ST 15,000 Leicestershire Leicestershire County

Buxton n 1 MB x F CB ST 20,000 Derbyshire Derbyshire County

Daventry 1 MB x F Ch ST 25,000 Northamptonshire Northamptonshire County

Dronfield 1 UD x F ST 21,100 Derbyshire Derbyshire County

Earl Shilton 4 x ST 18,300 Leicestershire Leicestershire County

Eastwood 3 x F ST 18,000 Nottinghamshire Nottinghamshire County 

Eckington 3 x F ST 11,100 Derbyshire Derbyshire County

Gainsborough 1 UD x F Ch ST 19,100 Lincolnshire Lincolnshire County

Glossop n 1 MB x F Ch ST 20,000 Derbyshire Derbyshire County

Heanor 1 UD x F ST 22,600 Derbyshire Derbyshire County

Kirkby in Ashfield 3 x F Ch ST 25,200 Nottinghamshire Nottinghamshire County 

Louth 1 MB x F Ch ST 15,900 Lincolnshire Lincolnshire County

Mablethorpe 1 UD x F Ch ST 10,000 Lincolnshire Lincolnshire County

Market Deeping 4 x Ch ST 13,500 Lincolnshire Lincolnshire County

Market Harborough n 1 UD x CB Ch ST 20,000 Leicestershire Leicestershire County

Matlock n 1 UD x ST 11,200 Derbyshire Leicestershire County

Melton Mowbury n 1 UD x F CB Ch ST 25,000 Leicestershire Leicestershire County

Mountsorrel 3 x F ST 11,300 Leicestershire Leicestershire County

Narborough 3 x F ST 14,100 Leicestershire Leicestershire County

New Addington 3 x F ST 21,500 Lincolnshire Lincolnshire County

Newark-on-Trent 1 MB x Tag F CB Ch ST 26,000 Nottinghamshire Nottinghamshire County 

Retford n 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 22,000 Nottinghamshire Nottinghamshire County 

Ripley 1 UD x F ST 20,800 Derbyshire Derbyshire County

Rushden 1 UD x F ST 28,300 Northamptonshire Northamptonshire County

Selston 3 x F ST 12,500 Nottinghamshire Nottinghamshire County 

Shepshed 1 UD x ST 12,800 Leicestershire Leicestershire County

Skegness 1 UD x F ST 20,000 Lincolnshire Lincolnshire County

Sleaford 1 UD x F ST 15,200 Lincolnshire Lincolnshire County

Spalding 1 UD x F Ch ST 28,000 Lincolnshire Lincolnshire County

Stamford n 1 MB x F CB* Ch ST 20,000 Lincolnshire Lincolnshire County

Stapleford 3 x F ST 15,200 Nottinghamshire Nottinghamshire County 

Staveley 1 UD x F ST 18,800 Derbyshire Lincolnshire County

Syston 3 x F ST 11,500 Leicestershire Leicestershire County

There are 45 Small Towns with a population over 4,000 but under 10,000

Anstey 3 x F ST 6,500 Leicestershire Leicestershire County

Ashbourne n 1 UD x F CB Ch ST 8,000 Derbyshire Derbyshire County

Bingham 4 x Ch ST 8,600 Nottinghamshire Nottinghamshire County 

Brigg 1 UD x Ch ST 5,800 Lincolnshire Lincolnshire County

Broughton 4 x ST 4,600 Lincolnshire Lincolnshire County

Broughton Astley 3 x F ST 8,200 Leicestershire Leicestershire County

Burton Latimer 1 UD x ST 6,700 Northamptonshire Northamptonshire County

Castle Donington n 2 x F CB Ch ST 7,000 Leicestershire Leicestershire County

Chapel en le Frith n 3 x F Ch ST 6,800 Derbyshire Derbyshire County

Clay Cross 1 UD x ST 9,000 Derbyshire Derbyshire County

Clowne 3 x F ST 7,400 Derbyshire Derbyshire County

Cotgrave 4 x ST 7,300 Nottinghamshire Nottinghamshire County 

Countesthorpe 3 x F ST 6,300 Leicestershire Leicestershire County

Darley Dale n 4 x ST 6,000 Derbyshire Derbyshire County

Desborough 1 UD x ST 8,000 Northamptonshire Northamptonshire County

Harworth 4 x ST 8,000 Nottinghamshire Nottinghamshire County 

Higham Ferrers 1 MB x F ST 6,000 Northamptonshire Northamptonshire County

Holbeach 4 x Ch ST 7,200 Lincolnshire Lincolnshire County

Horncastle 1 UD x F Ch ST 6,000 Lincolnshire Lincolnshire County

Irthlingborough 1 UD x F ST 6,100 Northamptonshire Northamptonshire County

Keyworth 3 x F ST 6,900 Nottinghamshire Nottinghamshire County 

Kibworth 3 x F ST 6,000 Leicestershire Leicestershire County

Killamarsh x ST 9,400 Derbyshire Derbyshire County
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Kimberley 3 x F ST 6,500 Nottinghamshire Nottinghamshire County 

Long Sutton 3 x F ST 4,800 Lincolnshire Lincolnshire County

Lutterworth 3 x F Ch ST 8,700 Leicestershire Leicestershire County

New Mills 1 UD x F ST 9,500 Derbyshire Derbyshire County

Oakham n 1 UD x F Ch ST 9,600 Rutland County Rutland Unitary Authority

Ollerton n 3 x F ST 9,800 Nottinghamshire Nottinghamshire County 

Oundle n 1 UD x F CB Ch ST 6,000 Northamptonshire Northamptonshire County

Radcliffe on Trent 3 x F ST 7,100 Nottinghamshire Nottinghamshire County 

Rainworth 3 x F ST 7,800 Nottinghamshire Nottinghamshire County 

Raunds 1 UD x F ST 8,600 Northamptonshire Northamptonshire County

Rothwell 1 UD x F ST 7,100 Northamptonshire Northamptonshire County

Sandiacre 3 x F Ch ST 8,800 Derbyshire Derbyshire County

Shirebrook 3 x F ST 9,700 Derbyshire Derbyshire County

Southwell 3 x F Ch ST 6,200 Nottinghamshire Nottinghamshire County 

Thrapston 4 x Ch ST 4,800 Northamptonshire Northamptonshire County

Towcester n 3 x F ST 8,000 Northamptonshire Northamptonshire County

Uppingham n 3 x F Ch ST 4,000 Rutland County Rutland Unitary Authority

Warsop 1 UD x F ST 9,500 Nottinghamshire Nottinghamshire County 

Whaley Bridge 1 UD x ST 4,600 Derbyshire Derbyshire County

Winterton 1 UD x Ch ST 4,729 Lincolnshire Lincolnshire County

Wirksworth n 1 UD x F Ch ST 4,900 Derbyshire Derbyshire County

Woodhall Spa 1 UD x Ch ST 4,000 Lincolnshire Lincolnshire County

Ashbourne, Derbyshire ©wikimedia Oundle, Northamptonshire ©wikimedia Stamford, Lincolnshire ©wikimedia

There are 11 Very Small Towns where the population is under 4,000

Bakewell n 1 UD x F Ch VS 3,900 Derbyshire Derbyshire County

Crowland 4 x Ch VS 3,600 Lincolnshire Lincolnshire County

Alfold 1 UD x F Ch VS 3,500 Lincolnshire Lincolnshire County

Tupton 3 x F VS 3,400 Derbyshire Derbyshire County

Market Rasen 1 UD x F Ch VS 3,200 Lincolnshire Lincolnshire County

Spilsby 3 x F Ch VS 3,000 Leicestershire Leicestershire County

Caister 3 x F Ch VS 2,600 Lincolnshire Lincolnshire County

Burgh le Marsh 4 x VS 2,000 Lincolnshire Lincolnshire County

Market Bosworth 4 x Ch VS 2,000 Leicestershire Leicestershire County

Wainfleet All Saints 4 x Ch VS 1,900 Lincolnshire Lincolnshire County

Wragby 4 x VS 1,700 Lincolnshire Lincolnshire County

UK ENGLAND: NORTH EAST

Column A B C D E F G H I J K L M 

(a) North Tyne urban area

Gosforth UD F ST 23,600 Northumberland Newcastle City

Longbenton UD ST 10,600 Northumberland Newcastle City

Newcastle upon Tyne n MB Tag F CB* Ch LT 289,800 Northumberland Newcastle City

North Shields Tag F M 49,600 Northumberland Tyne and Wear Metropolitan County

Tynemouth MB F Ch ST 10,400 Northumberland Tyne and Wear Metropolitan County

There are 4 urban areas, each with several towns: (a) North Tyne; (b) South Tyne; (c) Washington; and (d) Teeside.  All free standing 

towns are listed in the different size-bands below these urban conglomerations.

This area includes the Shire Counties of Northumberland; the Metropolitan County of Tyne & Wear Metropolitan county (5 Districts); and 

Unitary Authorities of Durham; Darlington; Hartlepool; Stockton on Tees; Redcar & Cleveland and Middlesborough.  The population of this area 

was 2,597,000 in 2011.
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Wallsend MB Tag F Ch M 45,800 Northumberland Tyne and Wear Metropolitan County

Whiteley Bay MB Tag F M 36,500 Northumberland Tyne and Wear Metropolitan County

(b) South Tyne urban area

Gateshead MB Tag F Ch T 120,000 County Durham Tyne and Wear Metropolitan County

Hebburn F ST 16,400 County Durham Tyne and Wear Metropolitan County

Jarrow MB F M 43,400 County Durham Tyne and Wear Metropolitan County

South Shields MB Tag F T 73,00 County Durham Tyne and Wear Metropolitan County

Whickham UD F ST 16,600 County Durham Tyne and Wear Metropolitan County

(c) Washington urban area

Washington NT Tag F T 67,000 County Durham Sunderland Metropolitan Borough

Birtley ST 8,300 County Durham Tyne and Wear Metropolitan County

(d) Teeside urban area

Billingham UD Tag F ST 35,000 County Durham Stockton on Tees Unitary Authority

Eston UD ST 7,000 North Riding Redcar and Clevedon Unitary Authority

Ingleby Barwick 3 x F ST 16,200 County Durham Stockton on Tees Unitary Authority

Middlesborough MB Tag F T 138,400 County Durham Middlesborough Unitary Authority

Stockton on Tees MB Tag F Ch T 83,400 County Durham Stockton on Tees Unitary Authority

Thornaby on Tees MB F ST 24,700 County Durham Stockton on Tees Unitary Authority

There is only 1 Large free standing Town where the population is over 250,000

Sunderland MB Tag F LT 273,300 County Durham Sunderland Metropolitan Borough

There are 2 Towns with populations above 50,000 but below 250,000

Darlington MB Tag F T 106,000 County Durham Darlington Unitary Authority

Hartlepool MB Tag F Ch T 116,000 County Durham Hartlepool Unitary Authority

There are 6 Medium-sized Towns with population over 30,000 but less than 50,000

Blyth MB F M 35,800 Northumberland Northumberland Unitary Authority

Chester le Street UD Tag F Ch M 36,500 County Durham Tyne and Wear Metropolitan County

Cramlington F Ch M 39,000 Northumberland Northumberland Unitary Authority

Durham n MB F CB M 35,700 County Durham Durham Unitary Authority

Houghton le Spring UD Tag F M 35,900 County Durham Sunderland Metropolitan Borough

Redcar MB Tag F Ch M 37,400 North Riding Redcar and Clevedon Unitary Authority

There are 20 Small Towns with populations above 10,000 but under 30,000

Ashington 1 UD x F ST 27,000 Northumberland Northumberland Unitary Authority

Bedlington 3 x F ST 18,400 Northumberland Nothumberland Unitary Authority

Berwick-upon-Tweed n 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 12,800 Northumberland Northumberland Unitary Authority

Bishop Auckland 1 UD x F Ch ST 24,700 County Durham Durham Unitary Authority

Blaydon UD ST 13,800 County Durham Gateshead Metropolitan Borough

Consett 1 UD x F ST 18,000 County Durham Durham Unitary Authority

Cramlingham 4 x ST 29,400 Northumberland Northumberland Unitary Authority

Eaglescliffe 3 x F ST 18,300 County Durham Stockton on Tees Unitary Authority

Ferryhill 4 x ST 10,500 County Durham Durham Unitary Authority

Guisborough 1 UD x F Ch ST 17,100 North Riding Redcar and Clevedon Unitary Authority

Hetton le Hole 4 x ST 14,400 County Durham Sunderland Metropolitan Borough

Hexham n 1 x F CB Ch ST 10,600 Northumberland Northumberland Unitary Authority

Morpeth n 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 13,500 Northumberland Northumberland Unitary Authority

Newton Aycliffe NE 3 x F ST 26,600 County Durham Durham Unitary Authority

Peterlee NE 3 x F ST 20,100 County Durham Durham Unitary Authority

Prudhoe 1 UD x F ST 10,400 Northumberland Northumberland Unitary Authority

Seaham 1 UD x F ST 21,100 County Durham Durham Unitary Authority

Shildon 1 UD x ST 10,000 County Durham Durham Unitary Authority

Spennymoor 1 UD x F ST 17,200 County Durham Durham Unitary Authority

Stanley 1 UD x F ST 29,200 County Durham Durham Unitary Authority

There are 18 Small Towns where the population is over 4,000 but under 10,000

Alnwick n 1 UD x F Ch ST 7,700 Northumberland Northumberland Unitary Authority

Amble 1 UD x F ST 6,000 Northumberland Northumberland Unitary Authority

Barnard Castle n 1 UD x CB* Ch ST 6,700 County Durham Durham Unitary Authority

Barton upon Humber 4 x Ch ST 9,300 Lincolnshire North Lincolnshire Unitary Authority

Brandon (Durham) 1 UD x ST 9,000 County Durham Durham Unitary Authority

Crook 1 UD x ST 8,400 County Durham Durham Unitary Authority

Easington 3 x F ST 7,400 County Durham Durham Unitary Authority

Felling 1 UD x ST 8,900 County Durham Tyne and Wear Metropolitan County
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Marske-by-the-Sea 1 UD x ST 8,900 North Riding Redcar and Clevedon Unitary Authority

Newbiggin-by-the-Sea 1 UD x Ch ST 5,900 Northumberland Northumberland Unitary Authority

Newburn 1 UD x F ST 9,500 County Durham Tyne and Wear Metropolitan County

Ponteland 4 x ST 9,800 Northumberland Northumberland Unitary Authority

Ryton 1 UD x ST 8,100 County Durham Tyne and Wear Metropolitan County

Loftus, Redcar ©wikimedia Hexham, Northumberland ©wikimedia Barnard Caslte, Durham ©wikimedia

Saltburn-by-the-Sea 1 UD x ST 5,900 North Riding Redcar and Clevedon Unitary Authority

Sedgefield 4 x F Ch ST 5,200 County Durham Durham Unitary Authority

Stanhope n 4 x ST 4,500 County Durham Durham Unitary Authority

Willington 3 x F ST 7,000 County Durham Durham Unitary Authority

Yarm 4 x ST 8,300 North Riding Stockton on Tees Unitary Authority

There are 6 Very Small Towns where the population is less than 4,000

Corbridge n 4 x Ch VS 3,600 Northumberland Northumberland Unitary Authority

Haltwhistle n 4 x Ch VS 3,800 Northumberland Northumberland Unitary Authority

Rothbury 4 x VS 2,100 Northumberland Northumberland Unitary Authority

Tow Law 1 UD x VS 2,100 County Durham Durham Unitary Authority

Wolsingham n 3 x F Ch VS 2,700 County Durham Durham Unitary Authority

Wooler 4 x Ch VS 1,900 Northumberland Northumberland Unitary Authority

UK ENGLAND: NORTH WEST

Column A B C D E F G H I J K L M 

(a) Blackpool urban area has 3 towns

Blackpool n CB Tag T 142,000 Lancashire Blackpool Unitary Authority

Thornton Cleveleys UD M 31,100 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Poulton le Fylde UD ST 18,400 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

(b) Merseyside conurbation north of the Dee with 6 towns

Liverpool n CB Tag Ch LT 473,000 Lancashire Merseyside Metropolitan County

Kirkby UD Tag M 40,400 Lancashire Merseyside Metropolitan County

Bootle CB Tag Ch T 77,600 Lancashire Merseyside Metropolitan County

Crosby MB T 51,700 Lancashire Merseyside Metropolitan County

Huyton UD M 33,100 Lancashire Merseyside Metropolitan County

Prescot UD Tag ST 11,100 Lancashire Merseyside Metropolitan County

(c) The Bolton urban area has 4 towns

Bolton CB Tag Ch T 128,100 Lancashire Greater Manchester Metropolitan County

Farnworth UD M 30,200 Lancashire Greater Manchester Metropolitan County

Kearsley UD ST 14,200 Lancashire Greater Manchester Metropolitan County

Walkden n Tag ST 21,100 Lancashire Greater Manchester Metropolitan County

(d)The Manchester conurbation has 20 towns

Altrincham MB Tag Ch T 52,400 Cheshire Greater Manchester Metropolitan County

Cheadle UD Tag Ch ST 14,600 Cheshire Greater Manchester Metropolitan County

Denton UD M 35,500 Lancashire Greater Manchester Metropolitan County

Eccles MB Tag M 38,700 Lancashire Greater Manchester Metropolitan County

Hale UD ST 15,300 Cheshire Greater Manchester Metropolitan County

This area consists of the Shire Counties of Cumbria (6 Districts); and Lancashire (12 Districts); 2 Metropolitan Counties - Greater Manchester 

(10 Metropolitan Districts) and Merseyside (5 Metropolitan Districts); and Unitary Authorities of Cheshire East, Cheshire West &Chester, Halton, 

Warrington, Blackpool and Blackburn with Darwen.  The population of this area was 7,052,000 in 2011.

There are 5 conurbations/urban areas (a) Blackpool coast; (b) Liverpool; (c) Bolton; (d) Manchester and (e) the Wirral.  All free 

standing towns are listed in the different size-bands below these urban conglomerations.
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Hyde MB M 34,000 Cheshire Greater Manchester Metropolitan County

Manchester CB Tag Ch LT 514,000 Lancashire Greater Manchester Metropolitan County

Middleton MB Tag M 42,900 Lancashire Greater Manchester Metropolitan County

Mossley UD ST 10,900 Lancashire Greater Manchester Metropolitan County

Oldham CB Tag T 96,500 Lancashire Greater Manchester Metropolitan County

Pendlebury MB ST 13,000 Lancashire Greater Manchester Metropolitan County

Prestwich MB M 31,600 Lancashire Greater Manchester Metropolitan County

Rochdale CB Tag Ch T 107,900 Lancashire Greater Manchester Metropolitan County

Sale UD Tag T 159,000 Cheshire Greater Manchester Metropolitan County

Salford CB Tag Ch T 72,700 Lancashire Greater Manchester Metropolitan County

Stockport CB Tag Ch T 136,000 Lancashire Greater Manchester Metropolitan County

Stretford MB Tag M 37,500 Lancashire Greater Manchester Metropolitan County

Swinton MB Tag ST 25,300 Lancashire Greater Manchester Metropolitan County

Urmston UD Tag M 41,800 Lancashire Greater Manchester Metropolitan County

Whitefield UD ST 23,200 Lancashire Greater Manchester Metropolitan County

(e) The Wirral urban area,west of the Dee Estuary (part of Merseyside) has 4 towns

Bebington MB T 15,700 Cheshire Merseyside Metropolitan County

Birkenhead CB Tag T 88,800 Cheshire Merseyside Metropolitan County

Wallasey CB Tag T 60,200 Cheshire Merseyside Metropolitan County

Ellesmere Port MB Tag T 55,700 Cheshire Cheshire West & Chester UA

There are 16 Towns which have populations over 50,000 but below 250,000

Barrow-in-Furness CB Tag CB T 56,700 Lancashire Cumbria County Council

Bury  MB Tag T 78,300 Lancashire Greater Manchester Metropolitan County

Blackburn MB Tag T 105,000 Lancashire Blackburn with Darwen UA

Burnley CB Tag Ch T 73,000 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Carlisle n CB Tag CB Ch T 75,300 Cumberland Cumbria County Council

Chester n CB Tag CB Ch T 82,500 Cheshire Cheshire West & Chester UA

Crewe n MB Tag T 80,000 Cheshire Cheshire East Unitary Authority

Leigh UD T 52,800 Lancashire Greater Manchester Metropolitan County

Macclesfield MB Tag Ch T 52,000 Cheshire Cheshire East Unitary Authority

Preston CB Tag Ch T 114,300 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Runcorn NT UD Tag T 61,000 Cheshire Halton Unitary Authority

Southport CB Tag T 90,300 Lancashire Merseyside Metropolitan County

St Helens CB Tag T 102,600 Lancashire Merseyside Metropolitan County

Warrington CB Tag Ch T 202,000 Cheshire Warrington Unitary Authority

Widnes MB Tag Ch T 60,200 Lancashire Halton Unitary Authority

Wigan CB Tag Ch T 97,000 Lancashire Greater Manchester Metropolitan County

There are 9 Medium-sized Towns where the population was above 30,000 but below 50,000

Accrington MB Tag M 49,600 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Ashton under Lyne MB Tag Ch M 45,100 Lancashire Greater Manchester

Chorley MB Ch M 34,600 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Lancaster n MB Tag CB Ch M 45,900 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Leyland UD Tag M 35,600 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Lytham St Annes MB Tag M 42,000 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Morecambe n UD Tag M 34,700 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Radcliffe UD Tag M 34,200 Lancashire Greater Manchester

Skelmersdale NT UD Tag M 38,300 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

There are 37 Small Towns where the population above 10,000 but below 30,000

Alsager n 1 UD x F ST 14,100 Cheshire Cheshire East Unitary Authority

Ashton-in-Makerfield 1 UD x F ST 28,500 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Atherton 1 UD x ST 22,000 Lancashire Greater Manchester Metropolitan County

Bacup 1 MB x F ST 13,300 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Barnoldswick 3 x F ST 11,000 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Clitheroe n 1 MB x F Ch ST 14,700 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Colne 1 MB x F ST 18,800 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Congleton n 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 25,400 Cheshire Cheshire East Unitary Authority

Darwen 1 MB x ST 28,000 Lancashire Blackburn with Darwen UA

Fleetwood 1 MB x F ST 25,900 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Formby 1 UD x F ST 22,400 Lancashire Metropolitan Borough of Sefton

Golborne 4 x ST 23,100 Lancashire Greater Manchester
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Heywood 1 MB ST 28,200 Lancashire Greater Manchester Metropolitan County

Hindley 4 x ST 28,000 Lancashire Greater Manchester

Kendal n 1 MB x F Ch ST 28,000 Westmorland Cumbria County County

Knutsford n 1 UD x F Ch ST 13,100 Cheshire Cheshire East Unitary Authority

Maghull 3 x F ST 20,400 Lancashire Merseyside Metropolitan County

Marple 1 UD x F ST 23,600 Lancashire Greater Manchester

Maryport 1 UD x F x ST 11,200 Cumberland Cumbria County Council

Middlewich 1 UD x F Ch ST 13,100 Cheshire Cheshire East Unitary Authority

Nantwich n 1 UD x F CB Ch ST 13,400 Cheshire Cheshire East Unitary Authority

Nelson 1 MB x F ST 29,100 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Neston 3 x F ST 15,000 Cheshire Cheshire West & Chester UA

Newton-le-Willows 1 UD x Ch ST 21,300 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Northwich n 1 UD x Tag F Ch ST 19,900 Cheshire Cheshire West & Chester UA

Ormskirk 1 UD x F Ch ST 23,300 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Penrith n 1 UD x F CB Ch ST 15,200 Cumberland Cumbria County Council

Penwortham 3 x F ST 23,400 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Poyton 3 x F ST 14,400 Cheshire Cheshire East Unitary Authority

Rawtenstall 1 UD x F ST 22,000 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Sandbach 1 UD x F ST 17,600 Cheshire Cheshire East Unitary Authority

Ulverston 1 UD x F ST 11,600 Cumberland Cumbria County Council

Westhoughton 4 x ST 21,900 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Whitehaven 1 MB x F CB* x ST 23,900 Cumberland Cumbria County Council

Wilmslow n 1 UD x F ST 24,400 Cheshire Cheshire East Unitary Authority

Winsford 1 UD x F ST 29,400 Cheshire Cheshire West & Chester UA

Workington n 1 MB x F x ST 25,200 Cumberland Cumbria County Council

There are 40 Small Towns where the population is between 4,000 but under 10,000

Adlington 1 UD x ST 7,700 Cheshire Cheshire East Unitary Authority

Appley Bridge 4 x ST 5,100 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Blackrod 4 x ST 4,900 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Bollington 4 x ST 6,800 Cheshire Cheshire East Unitary Authority

Bolton-le-Sands 4 x ST 7,000 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Briefield 4 x ST 8,100 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Burscough Bridge 4 x ST 8,500 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Carnforth 1 UD x F ST 5,300 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Cleator Moor 1 UD x ST 6,900 Cumberland Cumbria County Council

Cockermouth n 1 UD x F CB* Ch ST 8,700 Cumberland Cumbria County Council

Coppull 4 x ST 7,200 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Culcheth 4 x ST 6,700 Lancashire Warrington

Dalton-in-Furness 1 UD x F Ch ST 8,100 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Earby 1 UD x ST 6,000 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Egremont 1 UD x F Ch ST 8,100 Cumberland Cumbria County Council

Frodsham 4 x Ch ST 8,900 Cheshire Cheshire West & Chester UA

Garstang 4 x Ch ST 6,200 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Grange-over-Sands 4 x ST 4,100 Cumberland Cumbria County Council

Haslington 4 x ST 6,500 Cheshire Cheshire East Unitary Authority

Helsby 3 x F ST 4,700 Cheshire Cheshire West & Chester UA

Heswall 4 x ST 13,400 Cheshire Merseyside Metropolitan County

Higher Walton 4 x ST 5,300 Lancashire Warrington

Holmes Chapel 3 x F ST 5,600 Cheshire Cheshire East Unitary Authority

Hoylake 4 x ST 7,000 Cheshire Wirral MB

Keswick n 1 UD x F Ch ST 4,800 Cumberland Cumbria County Council

Kirkham 1 UD x F Ch ST 7,000 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Longridge 3 x F ST 7,400 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Millom 3 x F ST 7,800 Cumberland Cumbria County Council

Mossley 4 x ST 9,800 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Moulton (Vale Royal) 4 x ST 5,100 Cheshire Cheshire West & Chester UA

Padiham 4 x ST 8,900 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Preesall 4 x ST 4,700 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Rainford 4 x ST 5,900 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Rishton 4 x ST 7,300 Lancashire Lancashire County Council
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Shevington 4 x ST 5,000 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Tarleton 4 x ST 8,200 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Weaverham 3 x F ST 6,200 Cheshire Cheshire West & Chester UA

West Kirby 4 x ST 7,600 Cheshire Merseyside Metropolitan County

Wigton 3 x F Ch ST 5,800 Cumberland Cumbria County Council

Windermere n 3 x F ST 8,300 Cumberland Cumbria County Council

Frodsham, Cheshire © wikimedia Kirkby Lonsdale, Cumbria ©britainexpress Garstang, Lancashire © wikimedia

There are 15 Very Small Towns where the population below 4,000

Alston n 3 x F CB VS 1,100 Cumberland Cumbria County Council

Ambleside n 1 UD x VS 2,600 Westmorland Cumbria County County

Appleby n 1 MB x Ch VS 3,000 Westmorland Cumbria County County

Aspatria 4 x VS 1,500 Cumberland Cumbria County Council

Brampton 1 UD x F CB Ch VS 4,600 Cumberland Cumbria County County

Bowness n 1 UD x VS 3,800 Westmorland Cumbria County County

Dent* n 2 x CB VS 800 Cumberland Cumbria County Council

Grasmere n 1 UD x VS 1,500 Westmorland Cumbria County County

Hawkshead* n 2 x CB VS 900 Lancashire Lancashire County Council

Kirkby Lonsdale n 1 UD x F Ch VS 1,800 Westmorland Cumbria County County

Kirkby Stephen n 3 x F Ch VS 1,800 Cumberland Cumbria County Council

Malpas n 3 x F Ch VS 1,600 Cheshire Cheshire West & Chester UA

Sedbergh n 3 x F Ch VS 2,700 Cumberland Cumbria County Council

Silloth 3 x F VS 2,900 Cumberland Cumbria County Council

Tarporley n 2 x F CB Ch ST 2,600 Cheshire Cheshire West & Chester UA

UK ENGLAND: SOUTH EAST

Column A B C D E F G H I J K L M 

Littlehampton ST 27,900 West Sussex West Sussex County Council

Worthing T 104,600 West Sussex West Sussex County Council

(b) The eastern part of the Sussex Coast string of towns has x contiguous towns

Brighton n MB Tag CB Ch T 240,000 East Sussex Brighton & Hove Unitary Authority

Hove n MB Tag T 91,000 East Sussex Brighton & Hove Unitary Authority

Shoreham by Sea UD M 48,400 West Sussex West Sussex County Council

Portslade n UD Ch ST 20,000 East Sussex Brighton & Hove Unitary Authority

Southwick UD Ch ST 13,000 East Sussex Brighton & Hove Unitary Authority

(c) Suburban Surrey is made up of many contiguous towns joining onto Outer London

Addlestone n F ST 11,000 Surrey Surrey County Council

Camberley n UD Tag F M 37,000 Surrey Surrey County Council

Chertsey n F Ch ST 15,900 Surrey Surrey County Council

Egham n UD F ST 63,000 Surrey Surrey County Council

Epsom n MB Tag F M 31,000 Surrey Surrey County Council

Esher n Tag F ST 7,000 Surrey Surrey County Council

There are 6 major urban areas where several towns are joined together.  All free standing towns are listed in the different size-bands 

below these urban conglomerations.

This area includes the Shire Counties of Buckinghamshire (4 Districts); East Sussex (5 Districts); Hampshire (11 Districts); Isle of Wight; Kent 

(12 Districts); Oxfordshire (5 Districts); Surrey (11 Districts) and West Sussex (7 Districts); and Unitary Authorities  of West Berkshire, Reading, 

Wokingham, Bracknell Forest, Windsor & Maidenhead; Slough, Milton Keynes, Brighton & Hove, Southhampton, Portsmouth and Medway.  

The population of this area was 8,635,000 in 2011.

(a) The western part of South Sussex Coast string of towns consists of 2 contiguous towns and several seaside villages
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Ewell n MB Tag F M 38,000 Surrey Surrey County Council

Frimley n UD ST 6,100 Surrey Surrey County Council

Staines UD F ST 18,400 Surrey Surrey County Council

Sunbury on Thames UD ST 18,000 Surrey Surrey County Council

Walton Thames n UD Tag F Ch ST 22,000 Surrey Surrey County Council

Weybridge n UD Tag F Ch ST 15,400 Surrey Surrey County Council

Windlesham n UD ST 16,700 Surrey Surrey County Council

Chatham n MB Tag F Ch T 76,900 Kent Medway Unitary Authority

Gillingham n MB Tag F Ch T 98,000 Kent Medway Unitary Authority

Rainham n F ST 7,000 Kent Medway Unitary Authority

Rochester n CC F CB Ch ST 27,000 Kent Medway Unitary Authority

Strood n UD F Ch M 33,000 Kent Medway Unitary Authority

(e) Milton Keynes Urban Area contains several towns 

Bletchley n UD F M 33,900 Buckinghamshire Milton Keynes Unitary Authority

Milton Keynes NT n F T 222,700 Buckinghamshire Milton Keynes Unitary Authority

Stoney Stratford n Ch ST 7,700 Buckinghamshire Milton Keynes Unitary Authority

Woburn Sands n ST 2,900 Buckinghamshire Milton Keynes Unitary Authority

Wolverton n UD ST 12,500 Buckinghamshire Milton Keynes Unitary Authority

(f) Thanet Towns urban area is made up of 3 contiguous towns

Broadstairs n UD ST 24,900 Kent Kent County Council

Margate n MB Tag F T 61,200 Kent Kent County Council

Ramsgate n MB Tag F M 40,400 Kent Kent County Council

Southampton n CB Tag F CB Ch T 253,600 Hampshire Southampton UA

There are 25 Towns with populations between 50,000 and 250,000

Ashford n UD Tag F Ch T 58,000 Kent Kent County Council

Aylesbury n MB Tag F Ch T 62,700 Buckinghamshire Buckinghamshire County Council

Basingstoke n MB Tag F Ch T 82,400 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Bognor Regis n UD Tag T 61,600 West Sussex West Sussex County Council

Bracknell NT n Tag T 67,000 Berkshire Bracknell Unitary Authority

Crawley NT n UD Tag Ch T 94,700 West Sussex West Sussex County Council

Dartford n MB Tag F Ch T 63,000 Kent Kent County Council

Eastbourne n CB Tag F Ch T 101,500 East Sussex East Sussex County Council

Eastleigh n MB Tag F T 100,000 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Fareham n UD Tag F Ch T 56,200 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Farnborough n UD Tag F T 65,000 Surrey Surrey County Council

Gosport n MB Tag T 69,000 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Gravesend n MB Tag F Ch T 53,000 Kent Kent County Council

Guildford n MB Tag F Ch T 70,100 Surrey Surrey County Council

Hastings n MB Tag F Ch T 85,000 East Sussex East Sussex County Council

High Wycombe n MB Tag Ch T 75,000 Buckinghamshire Buckinghamshire County Council

Maidenhead n MB Tag F Ch T 61,300 Berkshire Maidenhead Unitary Authority

Maidstone n MB Tag F Ch T 95,800 Kent Kent County Council

Oxford n CB Tag F CB* Ch T 150,200 Oxfordshire Oxfordshire County Council

Portsmouth n CB Tag F Ch T 205,400 Hampshire Portsmouth Unitary Authority

Reading n CB Tag F Ch T 232,600 Berskhire Reading Unitary Authority

Royal Tunbridge Wells n MB Tag F CB Ch T 63,000 Kent Kent County Council

Slough n MB Tag F T 140,200 Berkshire Slough Unitary Authority

Woking  n MB Tag F Ch T 89,000 Surrey Surrey County Council

Abingdon n MB Tag F CB* Ch M 32,000 Oxfordshire Oxfordshire County Council

Aldershot n MB Tag F M 36,000 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Andover n MB Tag Ch M 39,700 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Banbury n MB Tag F Ch M 43,400 Oxfordshire Oxfordshire County Council

Bexhill n MB Tag F M 44,300 East Sussex East Sussex County Council

Bicester n UD F Ch M 31,100 Oxfordshire Oxfordshire County Council

Canterbury n CB Tag F CB Ch M 41,300 Kent Kent County Council

Deal n MB F CB M 30,000 Kent Kent County Council

Dover n MB F Ch M 39,000 Kent Kent County Council

Farnham  n MB Tag F Ch M 38,800 Surrey Surrey County Council

There is 1 Large Town with a population over 250,000

There are 22 Medium-sized towns with populations between 30,000 but under 50,000

(d) Medway Towns conurbation is made up of 5 contiguous towns
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Fleet n UD M 32,700 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Folkestone n MB Tag F Ch M 48,200 Kent Kent County Council

Havant n MB Tag F Ch M 45,000 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Herne Bay n UD Tag F M 38,000 Kent Kent County Council

Horsham n UD Tag F Ch M 47,900 West Sussex West Sussex County Council

Newbury n Tag F M 35,000 Berkshire West Berkshire Unitary Authority

Sittingbourne n UD Tag Ch M 42,700 Kent Kent County Council

Tonbridge n UD F Ch M 35,800 Kent Kent County Council

Whitstable n UD F M 30,000 Kent Kent County Council

Winchester n MB Tag F CB Ch M 39,100 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Windsor n MB F Ch M 30,500 Berkshire Windsor & Maid Unitary Authority

Wokingham n MB Tag F Ch T 47,400 Berskhire Wokingham Unitary Authority

Alton n s UD x F Ch Ch ST 16,000 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Amersham n s x CB Ch ST 19,900 Buckinghamshire Buckinghamshire County Council

Ash  n s x F ST 19,000 Surrey Surrey County Council

Ashstead n s x ST 14,000 Surrey Surrey County Council

Banstead n s UD x F ST 16,600 Surrey Surrey County Council

Beaconsfield n s UD x F Ch ST 12,200 Buckinghamshire Buckinghamshire County Council

Birchington n s x F ST 10,000 Kent Kent County Council

Bordon/Whitehill n s x F ST 16,000 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Buckingham n s MB x F CB Ch ST 12,500 Buckinghamshire Buckinghamshire County Council

Burgess Hill n s UD x ST 29,300 West Sussex West Sussex County Council

Carterton n s x F ST 13,000 Oxfordshire Oxfordshire County Council

Caterham n s UD x F ST 15,000 Surrey Surrey County Council

Chalfont St Peter n s x F Ch ST 10,000 Buckinghamshire Buckinghamshire County Council

Chandlers Ford n s x ST 21,000 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Chesham n s UD x F Ch ST 20,000 Buckinghamshire Buckinghamshire County Council

Chichester n s MB x CB Ch ST 22,000 West Sussex West Sussex County Council

Cranleigh n s x F Ch ST 10,000 Surrey Surrey County Council

Crowborough n s x F ST 20,000 East Sussex East Sussex County Council

Didcot n s x F ST 25,200 Oxfordshire Oxfordshire County Council

Dorking n s UD x F Ch ST 16,000 Surrey Surrey County Council

East Grinstead n s x CB Ch ST 26,200 West Sussex West Sussex County Council

Faversham n s MB x F CB ST 18,200 Kent Kent County Council

Fawley n s x ST 20,000 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Godalming n s MB x F Ch ST 20,000 Surrey Surrey County Council

Great Bookham n s x Ch ST 10,000 Surrey Surrey County Council

Hailsham n s x F Ch ST 19,100 East Sussex East Sussex County Council

Haslemere n s UD x F Ch ST 11,600 Surrey Surrey County Council

Haywards Heath n s x F ST 25,000 West Sussex West Sussex County Council

Heathfield n

s

s x F Ch ST 10,000 East Sussex East Sussex County Council

Henley-on-Thames n s MB x F CB Ch ST 10,000 Oxfordshire Oxfordshire County Council

Horley n s x F ST 19,000 Surrey Surrey County Council

Horndean n s x ST 13,000 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Hythe n s MB x F Ch ST 13,000 Kent Kent County Council

Kidlington n s x ST 14,900 Oxfordshire Oxfordshire County Council

Leatherhead n s UD x Tag F Ch ST 11,300 Surrey Surrey County Council

Lewes n s MB x F CB* Ch ST 16,000 East Sussex East Sussex County Council

Littlehampton n s UD x Tag F ST 27,000 West Sussex West Sussex County Council

Lymington n s MB x F CB Ch ST 14,200 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Marlow n s UD x F Ch ST 17,500 Buckinghamshire Buckinghamshire County Council

New Milton n s x F ST 15,000 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Newhaven n s UD x F ST 12,200 East Sussex East Sussex County Council

Newport (IOW) n s MB x F Ch ST 22,900 Isle of Wight Isle of Wight

Newport Pagnell n s UD x F Ch ST 14,000 Buckinghamshire Milton Keynes UA

Northfleet n s UD x F Ch ST 29,000 Kent Kent County Council

Oxted n s x F ST 12,500 Surrey Surrey County Council

Peacehaven n s x ST 17,500 East Sussex East Sussex County Council

Petersfield n s UD x F Ch ST 13,000 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Princes Risborough n s x ST 10,400 Buckinghamshire Buckinghamshire County Council

There are 69 Small Towns with populations between 10,000 and under 30,000
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Redhill n s MB x F ST 18,000 Surrey Surrey County Council

Reigate n s MB x Tag F Ch ST 21,000 Surrey Surrey County Council

Ringwood n s x F Ch ST 13,300 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Romsey n s MB x F CB Ch ST 17,300 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Ryde n s MB x F CB ST 22,800 Isle of Wight Isle of Wight

Sandhurst n s x ST 21,000 Berkshire Bracknell Unitary Authority

Seaford n s UD x F Ch ST 21,800 East Sussex East Sussex County Council

Sevenoaks n s UD x F Ch ST 26,600 Kent Kent County Council

Sheerness n s UD x F ST 11,600 Kent Kent County Council

Shoreham n s UD x F ST 20,000 West Sussex West Sussex County Council

Southborough n s UD x ST 11,100 Kent Kent County Council

Swanley n s x F ST 20,900 Kent Kent County Council

Thame n s UD x F CB Ch ST 10,800 Oxfordshire Oxfordshire County Council

Thatcham n s x F Ch ST 20,000 Berkshire West Berkshire Unitary Authority

Totton n s x ST 20,000 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Uckfield n s x F Ch ST 15,300 East Sussex East Sussex County Council

Wantage n s UD x Ch ST 12,700 Oxfordshire Oxfordshire County Council

Waterlooville n s x ST 20,000 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

West Cowes n s x ST 12,000 Isle of Wight Isle of Wight

Witney n s UD x F CB Ch ST 22,800 Oxfordshire Oxfordshire County Council

Yateley n s x F ST 16,000 Hamsphire Hampshire County Council

Romsey Hampshire ©romneynet.org Rye East Sussex ©ryepress.com Woodstock, Oxfordshire ©glomarket.com

There are 78 Small Towns with a population of 4,000 to under 10,000

Ascot n s x ST 9,000 Berkshire Windsor & Maidenhead Unitary Authority

Bagshot n s x ST 5,200 Surrey Surrey County Council

Battle n s x F Ch ST 5,100 East Sussex East Sussex County Council

Billingshurst n s x ST 5,400 West Sussex West Sussex County Council

Bishops Waltham n s x Ch ST 6,000 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Borough Green n s x F ST 4,200 Kent Kent County Council

Botley n s x Ch ST 5,000 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Burford n s x F CB* Ch ST 4,000 Oxfordshire Oxfordshire County Council

Burghfield Common n s x F ST 5,600 Berkshire West Berkshire Unitary Authority

Burnham n s x Ch ST 5,000 Buckinghamshire Buckinghamshire County Council

Chalfont St.Giles n s x ST 4,700 Buckinghamshire Buckinghamshire County Council

Chipping Norton n s MB x F CB Ch ST 6,000 Oxfordshire Oxfordshire County Council

Cookham n s x Ch ST 5,000 Berkshire Windsor & Maidenhead Unitary Authority

Cranbrook n s x F Ch ST 6,700 Kent Kent County Council

Crowthorne n s x ST 5,000 Berkshire Bracknell Unitary Authority

Datchet n s x ST 4,600 Berkshire Windsor & Maidenhead Unitary Authority

East Cowes n s x F ST 7,000 Isle of Wight Isle of Wight

Edenbridge n s x F Ch ST 7,100 Kent Kent County Council

Emsworth n s x F Ch ST 8,100 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Eynsham n s x Ch ST 4,600 Oxfordshire Oxfordshire County Council

Faringdon n s x Ch ST 6,100 Oxfordshire Oxfordshire County Council

Farnham Common n s x ST 5,000 Buckinghamshire Buckinghamshire County Council

Fordingbridge n s x Ch ST 5,700 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Forest Row n s x ST 5,000 East Sussex East Sussex County Council

Gerrards Cross n s x ST 9,600 Buckinghamshire Buckinghamshire County Council

Great Missenden n s x Ch ST 4,000 Buckinghamshire Buckinghamshire County Council

Grove n s x F ST 5,000 Oxfordshire Oxfordshire County Council
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Haddenham n s x ST 4,700 Oxfordshire Oxfordshire County Council

Hartley Wintney n s x Ch ST 7,400 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Hassocks n s x ST 6,000 West Sussex West Sussex County Council

Hawkhurst n s x Ch ST 4,000 Kent Kent County Council

Henfield n s x ST 4,000 West Sussex West Sussex County Council

Hoo n s x F Ch ST 5,200 Kent Medway Unitary Authority

Hook (Hart) n s x ST 6,800 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Hungerford n s x F Ch ST 4,900 Berkshire West Berkshire Unitary Authority

Hurstpierpoint n s x Ch ST 6,100 West Sussex West Sussex County Council

Hythe n s x ST 5,000 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Iver/Iver Heath n s x Ch ST 7,300 Buckinghamshire Buckinghamshire County Council

Lee on Solent n s x ST 6,000 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Lindfield n s x Ch ST 5,000 West Sussex West Sussex County Council

Liphook n s x ST 6,000 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Liss n s x ST 6,400 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Longfield n s x F ST 8,400 Kent Kent County Council

Meopham n s x Ch ST 4,200 Kent Kent County Council

Midhurst n s x F CB Ch ST 6,100 West Sussex West Sussex County Council

Minster n s x Ch ST 4,500 Kent Kent County Council

New Alresford n s x F Ch ST 5,000 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

New Romney n s MB x F Ch ST 9,400 Kent Kent County Council

Old Windsor n s x Ch ST 7,000 Berkshire Windsor & Maidenhead Unitary Authority

Olney n s x Ch ST 6,000 Buckinghamshire Milton Keynes Unitary Authority

Paddock Wood n s x F ST 7,000 Kent Kent County Council

Polegate n s x ST 7,000 East Sussex East Sussex County Council

Pulborough n s x ST 7,100 West Sussex West Sussex County Council

Queenborough n s MB x Ch ST 6,000 Kent Kent County Council

Rye n s MB x F CB* Ch ST 4,100 East Sussex East Sussex County Council

Sandown n s UD x F ST 9,500 Isle of Wight Isle of Wight

Sandwich n s MB x F CB* Ch ST 4,300 Kent Kent County Council

Selsey n s x F Ch ST 9,700 West Sussex West Sussex County Council

Shanklin n 1 UD x ST 9,500 Isle of Wight Isle of Wight

Snodland n s x F ST 9,300 Kent Kent County Council

South Hayling n s x ST 7,000 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Southwater n s UD x ST 8,200 West Sussex West Sussex County Council

Staplehurst n s x ST 5,100 Kent Kent County Council

Steyning n s x F Ch ST 9,000 West Sussex West Sussex County Council

Storrington n s x Ch ST 7,700 West Sussex West Sussex County Council

Sunningdale n s x F ST 5,000 Berkshire Windsor & Maidenhead Unitary Authority

Swanscombe n s UD x F ST 6,000 Kent Kent County Council

Tadley n s x ST 8,200 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Tenterden n s MB x F CB Ch ST 7,700 Kent Kent County Council

Twyford n s x Ch ST 7,000 Bershire Wokingham Unitary Authority

Ventnor n s x F ST 6,200 Isle of Wight Isle of Wight

Wallingford n s MB x F CB Ch ST 8,000 Oxfordshire Oxfordshire County Council

Watlington n s x Ch ST 4,000 Oxfordshire Oxfordshire County Council

Wendover n s x F Ch ST 7,300 Buckinghamshire Buckinghamshire County Council

Wheatley n s x F ST 5,400 Oxfordshire Oxfordshire County Council

Whitchurch n s x F Ch ST 4,300 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Winnersh n s x F ST 7,000 Berkshire Wokingham Unitary Authority

Winslow n s x Ch ST 4,500 Buckinghamshire Buckinghamshire County Council

Arundel n s MB x CB Ch VS 3,200 West Sussex West Sussex County Council

Aylesham n s x F VS 3,000 Kent Kent County Council

Bembridge n s x VS 3,400 Isle of Wight Isle of Wight

Benson n s x VS 3,500 Oxfordshire Oxfordshire County Council

Berinsfield n s x VS 2,700 Oxfordshire Oxfordshire County Council

Bourne End n s x F VS 3,000 Buckinghamshire Buckinghamshire County Council

Brading n s x Ch VS 2,000 Isle of Wight Isle of Wight

Brockenhurst n s x Ch VS 2,800 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

There are 35 Very Small Towns where populations are less than 4,000.  
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Charlbury n s x Ch VS 2,900 Oxfordshire Oxfordshire County Council

Cuckfield n s x Ch VS 3,200 West Sussex West Sussex County Council

Denham n s x Ch VS 2,200 Buckinghamshire Buckinghamshire County Council

Dorchester on Thames n s x CB VS 3,000 Oxfordshire Oxfordshire County Council

Eton n s UD x CB VS 2,000 Berkshire Windsor Maidenhead U

Headcorn n s x Ch VS 3,000 Kent Kent County Council

Lenham n s x F Ch VS 2,100 Kent Kent County Council

Lingfield n s x VS 3,000 Surrey Surrey County Council

Lydd n s MB x Ch VS 3,000 Kent Kent County Council

Lyndhurst n s x VS 2,200 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Marden n s x VS 2,400 Kent Kent County Council

Mayfield n s x F Ch VS 2,100 East Sussex East Sussex County Council

Odiham n s x F Ch VS 2,900 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Overton n s x Ch VS 3,300 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Pangbourne n s x VS 3,000 Berkshire West Berkshire Unitary Authority

Petworth n s x Ch VS 2,200 West Sussex West Sussex County Council

Ringmer n s x F Ch VS 3,000 East Sussex East Sussex County Council

Robertsbridge n s x F Ch VS 2,000 East Sussex East Sussex County Council

Stockbridge n s x F Ch VS 3,000 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Theale n s x F VS 3,000 Berkshire West Berkshire Unitary Authority

Wadhurst n s x F Ch VS 3,600 East Sussex East Sussex County Council

Wargrave n s x F VS 2,800 Berkshire Wokingham Unitary Authority

West Malling n s x F Ch VS 2,100 Kent Kent County Council

Westerham n s x Ch VS 3,000 Kent Kent County Council

Wickham n s x Ch VS 1,900 Hampshire Hampshire County Council

Woodstock n s x F Ch VS 2,300 Oxfordshire Oxfordshire County Council

Wye n s x Ch VS 2,000 Kent Kent County Council

UK ENGLAND: SOUTH WEST

Column A B C D E F G H I J K L M 

(a) The Bournemouth conurbation which includes 3 Towns

Bournemouth n MB Tag F T 166,100 Dorset Bournemouth Unitary Authority

Christchurch MB Tag F M 41,700 Dorset Bournemouth Unitary Authority

Poole MB Tag F Ch T 150,200 Dorset Poole Unitary Authority

(b) The Bristol conurbation includes 3 Towns

Kingswood UD F M 40,700 Gloucestershire South Gloucestershire Unitary Authority

Bristol n MB Tag F Ch LT 417,600 Somerset Bristol Unitary Authority

Keynsham n UD Ch ST 15,500 Somerset Bath and North East Somerset UA

There is only 1 free-standing Large Town where the population above 250,000 (there is 1 other in the conurbation of Bristol)

Plymouth MB Tag F Ch LT 255,700 Devon Devon County

There are 9 Towns with populations above 50,000 but under 250,000

Swindon MB Tag F T 155,400 Wiltshire Swindon Unitary Authority

Gloucester n MB Tag F CB Ch T 120,900 Gloucestershire Gloucestershire County

Exeter n MB Tag F CB Ch T 106,700 Devon Devon County

Cheltenham n MB Tag F CB Ch T 95,900 Gloucestershire Gloucestershire County

Bath n MB Tag F CB* Ch T 88,200 Somerset Bath and North East Somerset UA

Weston-Super-Mare n MB Tag F T 75,600 Somerset North Somerset Unitary Authority

Torquay n MB Tag F T 63,800 Devon Torbay Unitary Authority

Taunton n MB Tag F CB Ch T 61,500 Somerset Somerset County

Weymouth MB Tag F CB Ch T 55,400 Dorset Dorset County

Barnstaple MB F CB Ch M 30,700 Devon Devon County

Bridgwater n MB Tag F CB Ch M 39,400 Somerset Somerset County

This area includes the Shire Counties of Devon (8 Districts); Dorset (6 Districts); Gloucestershire (6 Districts); Somerset (5 Districts); and 

Unitary Authorities of Bath & North Somerset, North Somerset, South Gloucestershire, Swindon, Wiltshire, Poole, Bournemouth, Torbay, 

Plymouth; Cornwall and the Isle of Scilly.  The population of this area was 5,289,000 in 2011.

There are 10 Medium-sized Towns with populations over 30,000 but under 50,000

There are 2 conurbations / major urban areas with coalescing towns.  All free standing towns are listed in the different size-bands 

below these urban conglomerations.
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Chipping Sodbury n F CB Ch M 38,200 Gloucestershire South Gloucestershire Unitary Authority

Exmouth UD F Ch M 32,900 Devon Devon County

Great Malvern n F M 35,500 Gloucestershire Gloucestershire County

Paignton UD Tag F Ch M 47,600 Devon Devon County

Salisbury n MB Tag F CB* Ch M 41,500 Wiltshire Wiltshire Unitary Authority

Stroud n UD Tag F Ch M 40,900 Gloucestershire Gloucestershire County

Trowbridge n UD F Ch M 34,400 Wiltshire Wiltshire Unitary Authority

Yeovil n MB Tag F Ch M 42,500 Somerset Somerset County

There are 62 Small Towns with populations over 10,000 but under 30,000

Ashington 4 x ST 27,300 Somerset Somerset County

Avonmouth n 3 x F ST 12,400 Gloucestershire Bristol Unitary Authority

Bideford 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 23,700 Devon Devon County

Bishop's Cleeve 3 x F ST 12,000 Gloucestershire Gloucestershire County

Bodmin n 1 MB x F Ch ST 12,700 Cornwall Cornwall Unitary Authority

Bradley Stoke 3 x F ST 27,800 Gloucestershire Gloucestershire County

Bridport n 1 MB x F Ch ST 12,900 Dorset Dorset County

Brixham n 1 UD x F ST 17,400 Devon Devon County

Burnham-on-Sea 1 UD x Ch ST 20,000 Somerset Somerset County

Calne n 1 MB x F Ch ST 13,700 Wiltshire Wiltshire Unitary Authority

Camborne n 1 UD x Tag F ST 19,900 Cornwall Cornwall Unitary Authority

Chard n 1 MB x F Ch ST 12,000 Somerset Somerset County

Chippenham n 1 MB x F Ch ST 25,000 Wiltshire Wiltshire Unitary Authority

Cirencester n 1 UD x F CB Ch ST 19,000 Gloucestershire Gloucestershire County

Clevedon 1 UD x F Ch ST 21,900 Somerset North Somerset Unitary Authority

Corsham n 2 x F CB Ch ST 11,300 Wiltshire Wiltshire Unitary Authority

Dawlish n 1 UD x F ST 12,800 Devon Devon County

Devizes n 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 14,300 Wiltshire Wiltshire Unitary Authority

Dorchester n 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 16,100 Dorset Devon County

Dursley 3 x F Ch ST 13,300 Gloucestershire Gloucestershire County

Falmouth n 1 MB x F CB ST 21,000 Cornwall Cornwall Unitary Authority

Ferndown 3 x F ST 26,000 Dorset Bournemouth Unitary Authority

Frome n 1 UD x F Ch ST 24,100 Somerset Somerset County

Helston n 1 MB x F Ch ST 10,500 Cornwall Cornwall Unitary Authority

Honiton n 1 MB x F Ch ST 11,200 Devon Devon County

Ilfracombe 1 UD x F Ch ST 10,500 Devon Devon County

Ivybridge 3 x F ST 12,000 Devon Devon County

Kingsteignton 4 x ST 10,500 Devon Devon County

Mangotsfield 1 UD x F ST 12,400 Gloucestershire South Gloucestershire Unitary Authority

Melksham n 1 UD x F CB* Ch ST 15,000 Wiltshire Wiltshire Unitary Authority

Midsomer Norton n 1 UD x Ch ST 10,000 Somerset Bath and North East Somerset UA

Minehead n 1 UD x F ST 11,600 Somerset Somerset County

Nailsea 4 x ST 21,500 Somerset Somerset County

Newquay n 1 UD x F ST 19,500 Cornwall Cornwall Unitary Authority

Newton Abbot n 1 UD x Tag F Ch ST 24,800 Devon Devon County

Patchway 4 x ST 10,500 Gloucestershire South Gloucestershire Unitary Authority

Penzance n 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 20,200 Cornwall Cornwall Unitary Authority

Portishead 1 UD x ST 17,100 Somerset North Somerset Unitary Authority

Portland n 1 UD x F ST 12,000 Dorset Dorset County

Pyle 1 UD x ST 12,400 Somerset Somerset County

Radstock n 4 x ST 5,600 Somerset Bath and North East Somerset UA

Redruth n 3 x Tag F Ch ST 20,000 Cornwall Cornwall Unitary Authority

Royal Wootton Bassett 3 x F Ch ST 10,900 Wiltshire Wiltshire Unitary Authority

Saltash 1 MB x F Ch ST 14,100 Cornwall Cornwall Unitary Authority

Sidmouth n 1 UD x F CB Ch ST 12,000 Devon Devon County

St Austell n 1 MB x F ST 22,600 Cornwall Cornwall Unitary Authority

Street n 1 UD x F ST 11,600 Somerset Somerset County

Swanage 1 UD x F ST 11,000 Dorset Dorset County

Tavistock n 1 UD x F CB Ch ST 11,000 Devon Devon County

Teignmouth n 1 UD x F Ch ST 14,700 Devon Devon County

Tewkesbury n 1 MB x F CB* Ch ST 10,000 Gloucestershire Gloucestershire County
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Thornbury 3 x F Ch ST 11,900 Gloucestershire Gloucestershire County

Tiverton 1 MB x F Ch ST 16,700 Devon Devon County

Truro n 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 20,900 Cornwall Cornwall Unitary Authority

Verwood 4 x ST 12,000 Dorset Dorset County

Warminster n 1 UD x F Ch ST 17,400 Wiltshire Wiltshire Unitary Authority

Wellington n 1 UD x F Ch ST 11,000 Somerset Somerset County

Wells n 1 MB x F CB* Ch ST 10,400 Somerset Somerset County

Westbury 1 UD x F Ch ST 11,100 Wiltshire Wiltshire Unitary Authority

Wimborne Minster n 1 UD x F CB Ch ST 15,000 Dorset Dorset County

Wombourne 4 x ST 15,500 Dorset Dorset County

Yate 3 x F Ch ST 21,700 Gloucestershire Gloucestershire County

There are 64 Small Towns with populations between 4,000 and under 10,000

Amesbury n 3 x F Ch ST 8,300 Wiltshire Wiltshire Unitary Authority

Axminster n 1 UD x F CB Ch ST 4,900 Dorset Dorset County

Blandford Forum n 1 MB x F CB* Ch ST 9,800 Dorset Dorset County

Bovey Tracey 4 x Ch ST 6,900 Devon Devon County

Bradford upon Avon n 1 UD x F CB* Ch ST 9,400 Wiltshire Wiltshire Unitary Authority

Braunton 3 x F ST 8,400 Devon Devon County

Bude n 1 UD x F ST 4,900 Cornwall Cornwall Unitary Authority

Budleigh Salterton n 1 UD x ST 4,800 Devon Devon County

Callington n 1 UD x F Ch ST 4,000 Cornwall Cornwall Unitary Authority

Cheddar n 3 x F Ch ST 4,700 Somerset Somerset County

Chickerell 4 x ST 5,800 Dorset Dorset County

Chudleigh 4 x Ch ST 6,000 Devon Devon County

Waderidge, Cornwall  © wikimedia Sherborne, Dorset © tripadviser.com Seaton, Devon © wikimedia

Cinderford 4 x ST 8,100 Gloucestershire Gloucestershire County

Coleford 3 x F ST 8,300 Gloucestershire Gloucestershire County

Crediton n 1 UD x F Ch ST 7,000 Devon Devon County

Crewkerne n 1 UD x F Ch ST 7,500 Somerset Somerset County

Cricklade n 4 x Ch ST 4,100 Wiltshire Wiltshire Unitary Authority

Cullompton 3 x F Ch ST 7,000 Devon Devon County

Dartmouth 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 5,500 Devon Devon County

Durrington 3 x F ST 7,000 Wiltshire Wiltshire Unitary Authority

Filton 3 x F ST 9,800 Gloucestershire South Gloucestershire Unitary Authority

Gillingham n 3 x F ST 8,600 Dorset Dorset County

Glastonbury n 1 MB x F Ch ST 8,400 Somerset Somerset County

Great Torrington n 1 MB x F Ch ST 5,400 Devon Devon County

Hayle n 1 UD x F ST 7,800 Cornwall Cornwall Unitary Authority

Highbridge 3 x F ST 5,900 Somerset Somerset County

Highworth n 4 x Ch ST 7,900 Wiltshire Wiltshire Unitary Authority

Ilminster n 4 x Ch ST 4,700 Somerset Somerset County

Kingsbridge 1 UD x F Ch ST 5,500 Devon Devon County

Launceston n 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 7,100 Cornwall Cornwall Unitary Authority

Liskeard n 1 MB x F Ch ST 8,400 Cornwall Cornwall Unitary Authority

Looe n 1 UD x F Ch ST 5,200 Cornwall Cornwall Unitary Authority

Ludgershall n 4 x Ch ST 4,400 Wiltshire Wiltshire Unitary Authority

Lydney n 3 x F Ch ST 8,900 Gloucestershire Gloucestershire County

Lyme Regis n 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 4,400 Dorset Dorset County

Malmesbury n 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 5,300 Wiltshire Wiltshire Unitary Authority

Marlborough n 1 MB x F Ch ST 7,700 Wiltshire Wiltshire Unitary Authority
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Nailsworth n 1 UD x F ST 6,600 Gloucestershire Gloucestershire County

Newent 4 x ST 5,200 Gloucestershire Gloucestershire County

Newlyn 4 x ST 4,600 Cornwall Cornwall Unitary Authority

North Petherton 4 x Ch ST 6,700 Somerset Somerset County

Northam 1 UD x Ch ST 5,400 Devon Devon County

Okehampton n 4 x Ch ST 5,800 Devon Devon County

Ottery St.Mary n 1 UD x Ch ST 7,600 Devon Devon County

Penrhyn n 1 MB x F Ch ST 7,600 Cornwall Cornwall Unitary Authority

Seaton n 1 UD x Ch ST 8,100 Devon Devon County

Shaftesbury n 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 6,600 Dorset Dorset County

Shepton Mallet n 1 UD x F Ch ST 8,800 Somerset Somerset County

Sherborne n 1 UD x F CB Ch ST 9,300 Dorset Dorset County

Somerton n 2 x CB Ch ST 4,700 Somerset Somerset County

South Molton n 1 MB x F Ch ST 4,000 Devon Devon County

St Blazey 4 x ST 6,600 Cornwall Cornwall Unitary Authority

St Ives n 1 MB x F CB ST 9,800 Cornwall Cornwall Unitary Authority

Tetbury n 2 x F CB Ch ST 5,200 Gloucestershire Gloucestershire County

Tidworth n 3 x F ST 6,500 Wiltshire Wiltshire Unitary Authority

Topsham n 2 x CB Ch ST 5,000 Devon Devon County

Torpoint 3 x F ST 8,600 Cornwall Cornwall Unitary Authority

Totnes n 1 MB x F CB* Ch ST 7,900 Devon Devon County

Wadebridge n 1 UD x F Ch ST 6,200 Cornwall Cornwall Unitary Authority

Wareham n 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 5,600 Dorset Dorset County

Watchet 1 UD x Ch ST 4,400 Somerset Somerset County

Wincanton n 3 x F Ch ST 4,800 Somerset Somerset County

Winchcombe n 2 x CB Ch ST 4,300 Gloucestershire Gloucestershire County

Wootton under Edge 3 x F ST 5,600 Gloucestershire Gloucestershire

There were 42 Very Small Towns with populations below 4,000

Ashburton 1 UD x F Ch VS 3,500 Devon Devon County

Axbridge 4 x Ch VS 2,000 Somerset Somerset County

Beaminster n 3 x F Ch VS 2,900 Dorset Dorset County

Berkerley 4 x Ch VS 2,000 Gloucestershire Gloucestershire County

Bradninch 4 x Ch VS 2,000 Devon Devon County

Bruton n 3 x F CB Ch VS 2,900 Somerset Somerset County

Buckfastleigh 1 UD x Ch VS 3,600 Devon Devon County

Camelford n 4 x F Ch VS 1,600 Cornwall Cornwall Unitary Authority

Castle Cary n 3 x F Ch VS 2,000 Somerset Somerset County

Chagford 4 x Ch VS 1,500 Devon Devon County

Chipping Campden n 2 x F CB* Ch VS 1,900 Gloucestershire Gloucestershire County

Chulmleigh 4 x F Ch VS 1,300 Devon Devon County

Colyton 3 x F Ch VS 2,700 Devon Devon County

Dulverton 4 x Ch VS 1,400 Somerset Somerset County

Fairford n 3 x F CB Ch VS 3,200 Gloucestershire Gloucestershire County

Fowey n 1 MB x F Ch VS 2,000 Cornwall Cornwall Unitary Authority

Hatherleigh 4 x Ch VS 1,300 Devon Devon County

Holsworthy n 1 UD x F Ch VS 2,200 Devon Devon County

Hugh Town 3 x F VS 1,000 Cornwall Isles of Scilly

Langport n 3 x F Ch VS 1,000 Somerset Somerset County

Lechlade n 2 x CB Ch VS 2,400 Gloucestershire Gloucestershire County

Lostwithiel n 1 MB x F Ch VS 2,600 Cornwall Cornwall Unitary Authority

Lynton 1 UD x VS 1,100 Devon Devon County

Marazion n 4 x VS 1,400 Cornwall Cornwall Unitary Authority

Mere n 4 x Ch VS 2,300 Wiltshire Wiltshire Unitary Authority

Minchinhampton 4 x VS 2,800 Gloucestershire Gloucestershire County

Mitcheldean 4 x VS 2,700 Gloucestershire Gloucestershire County

Modbury 4 x Ch VS 1,500 Devon Devon County

Moretonhampstead n 4 x Ch VS 1,100 Devon Devon County

Moreton-in-Marsh n 4 x Ch VS 3,100 Gloucestershire Gloucestershire County

North Tawton 4 x Ch VS 2,000 Devon Devon County

Padstow n 1 UD x Ch VS 2,400 Cornwall Cornwall Unitary Authority
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Painswick n 2 x CB Ch VS 3,000 Gloucestershire Gloucestershire County

Porthleven n 4 x VS 3,100 Cornwall Cornwall Unitary Authority

Salcombe n 1 UD x VS 1,900 Devon Devon County

St Columb Major n 4 x Ch VS 3,900 Cornwall Cornwall Unitary Authority

St Just n 1 UD x F VS 2,000 Cornwall Cornwall Unitary Authority

Stalbridge 4 x Ch VS 2,600 Dorset Dorset County

Stow-on-the-Wold n 2 x CB Ch VS 2,800 Gloucestershire Gloucestershire County

Sturminster Newton 4 x F Ch VS 2,300 Dorset Dorset County

Wilton n 1 MB x CB Ch VS 3,800 Wiltshire Wiltshire Unitary Authority

Wivelscombe 3 x F Ch VS 2,600 Somerset Somerset County

UK ENGLAND: WEST MIDLANDS

Column A B C D E F G H I J K L M 

(a) the Birmingham/Black Country Conurbation contains 18 contiguous towns

Aldridge n UD ST 26,900 Staffordshire West Midllands Metropolitan County

Bilston UD ST 25,500 Staffordshire West Midllands Metropolitan County

Birmingham n Tag F Ch LT 1,100,000 Warwickshire West Midllands Metropolitan County

Brierley Hill UD ST 13,900 Staffordshire West Midllands Metropolitan County

Dudley n MB Tag Ch T 79,300 Staffordshire West Midllands Metropolitan County

Halesowen Tag Ch ST 24,300 Warwickshire West Midllands Metropolitan County

Oldbury ST 13,600 Warwickshire West Midllands Metropolitan County

Rowley Regis MB T 50,200 Staffordshire West Midllands Metropolitan County

Smethwick CB Tag ST 14,100 Staffordshire West Midllands Metropolitan County

Solihull CB Tag Ch T 206,700 Warwickshire West Midllands Metropolitan County

Stourbridge n MB Tag F T 63,200 Worcestershire West Midllands Metropolitan County

Sutton Coalfield n Tag Ch T 95,100 Warwickshire West Midllands Metropolitan County

Tipton n MB M 38,700 Staffordshire West Midllands Metropolitan County

Walsall n CB Tag Ch T 67,500 Staffordshire West Midllands Metropolitan County

Wednesbury UD M 37,800 Staffordshire West Midllands Metropolitan County

West Bromwich n CB Tag T 75,400 Staffordshire West Midllands Metropolitan County

Willenhall MB Ch ST 28,400 Staffordshire West Midllands Metropolitan County

Wolverhampton n CB Tag Ch LT 250,000 Staffordshire West Midllands Metropolitan County

(b) Stoke on Trent Conurbation with 8 towns

Kidsgrove F ST 23,000 Staffordshire Stoke on Trent Unitary Authority

Newcastle under Lyme n MB Tag Ch T 75,100 Staffordshire Stoke on Trent Unitary Authority

Stoke Burslem n MB F ST 11,200 Staffordshire Stoke on Trent Unitary Authority

Stoke Fenton MB ST 12,000 Staffordshire Stoke on Trent Unitary Authority

Stoke Hanley n CB F not given Staffordshire Stoke on Trent Unitary Authority

Stoke Longton MB F ST 27,200 Staffordshire Stoke on Trent Unitary Authority

Stoke on Trent CB Tag F T 249,000 Staffordshire Stoke on Trent Unitary Authority

Stoke Tunstall MB F ST 6,200 Staffordshire Stoke on Trent Unitary Authority

(c) Telford New Town Conurbation of 4 towns

Oakengates ST 8,500 Shropshire Telford & Wrekin Unitary Authority

Madeley F ST 17,900 Shropshire Shropshire Unitary Authority

Telford NT n UD F T 97,000 Shropshire Telford & Wrekin Unitary Authority

Wellington n UD Tag F Ch ST 25,500 Shropshire Telford & Wrekin Unitary Authority

There is only 1 Large Town with population above 250,000 (the others are part of conurbations)

Coventry n CB Tag F Ch LT 342,300 Warwickshire West Midllands Metropolitan County

There are 12 Towns with population between 50,000 and 250,000

Cannock n MB Tag F Ch T 64,600 Staffordshire Staffordshire County

Hereford n MB Tag F CB* Ch T 58,900 Herefordshire Hereford Unitary Authority

Kidderminster n MB Tag F Ch T 58,300 Worcestershire Worcestershire County

Leamington Spa n MB Tag F CB Ch T 56,500 Warwickshire Warwickshire County

Nuneaton n MB Tag F Ch T 70,700 Warwickshire Warwickshire County

Redditch NT UD Tag F T 75,000 Worcestershire Worcestershire County

There are 3 conurbations: Birmingham, the Black Country and Stoke on Trent and Telford. All free standing towns are listed in the 

different size-bands below these urban conglomerations.

This area includes the Shire Counties of Staffordshire (8 Districts); Warwickshire (5 Districts); and Worcestershire (6 Districts); and the 

Metropolitan County of West Midlands (7 Districts); and Unitary Authorities of Herefordshire, Shropshire, Telford & Wrekin; and Stoke on Trent.  

The population of this area was 5,602,000 in 2011.
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Rugby n MB Tag F Ch T 61,900 Warwickshire Warwickshire County

Shrewsbury n MB Tag F CB Ch T 72,000 Shropshire Shropshire Unitary Authority

Stafford MB Tag F Ch T 64,200 Staffordshire Staffordshire County

Tamworth n MB Tag F CB Ch T 72,900 Staffordshire Staffordshire County

Warwick n MB F CB* Ch ST 58,600 Warwickshire Warwickshire County

Worcester n CB Tag F CB Ch T 88,600 Worcestershire Worcestershire County

There are 3 Medium-sized Towns with populations between 30,000 and under 50,000

Bedworth UD F M 32,200 Warwickshire Warwickshire County

Bromsgrove UD F Ch M 38,000 Worcestershire Worcestershire County

Burton Upon Trent CB Tag F Ch M 43,700 Staffordshire Staffordshire County

There are 24 Small Towns with populations between 10,000 and under 30,000

Atherstone n 3 x F Ch ST 11,000 Warwickshire Warwickshire County

Biddulph 3 x F ST 17,200 Staffordshire Staffordshire County

Bridgnorth n 1 MB x F CB* Ch ST 11,800 Shropshire Shropshire Unitary Authority

Burntwood 3 x F ST 29,200 Staffordshire Staffordshire County

Cheadle 3 x F Ch ST 10,700 Staffordshire Staffordshire County

Codsall n 3 x F ST 11,200 Staffordshire Staffordshire County

Daventry n 1 MB x ST 21,700 Warwickshire Warwickshire County

Droitwich n 1 MB x F Ch ST 20,000 Worcestershire Worcestershire County

Evesham n 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 22,100 Worcestershire Worcestershire County

Hednesford n 3 x F ST 16,900 Staffordshire Staffordshire County

Kenilworth n 1 UD x F Ch ST 22,200 Warwickshire Warwickshire County

Leek n 1 MB x F Ch ST 18,700 Staffordshire Staffordshire County

Leominster n 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 10,400 Herefordshire Hereford Unitary Authority

Lichfield n 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 26,400 Staffordshire Staffordshire County

Malvern n 1 UD x F ST 28,700 Worcestershire Worcestershire County

Market Drayton n 1 UD x F Ch ST 10,400 Shropshire Shropshire Unitary Authority

Newport n 1 UD x CB Ch ST 12,100 Shropshire Telford & Wrekin Unitary Authority

Oswestry n 1 MB x F Ch ST 16,600 Shropshire Shropshire Unitary Authority

Ross-on-Wye n 1 UD x F CB Ch ST 10,000 Herefordshire Hereford Unitary Authority

Rugeley n 1 UD x F Ch ST 22,700 Staffordshire Staffordshire County

Stone 1 UD x F Ch ST 14,500 Staffordshire Staffordshire County

Stourport-on-Severn n 1 UD x F CB Ch ST 18,800 Worcestershire Worcestershire County

Stratford-upon-Avon n 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 22,100 Warwickshire Warwickshire County

Uttoxeter n 1 UD x F Ch ST 12,000 Staffordshire Staffordshire County

There are 28 Small Towns with populations of less than 10,000 but more than 4,000

Alcester n 3 x F CB Ch ST 7,000 Warwickshire Warwickshire County

Bewdley n 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 8,900 Worcestershire Worcestershire County

Brewood n 3 x F ST 7,300 Staffordshire Staffordshire County

Bromyard n 1 UD x F Ch ST 4,500 Herefordshire Hereford Unitary Authority

Broseley 4 x ST 4,900 Shropshire Shropshire Unitary Authority

Church Stretton n 1 UD x F Ch ST 4,100 Shropshire Shropshire Unitary Authority

Coleshill 3 x F Ch ST 6,400 Warwickshire Warwickshire County

Dordon n 4 x ST 8,000 Warwickshire Warwickshire County

Eccleshall n 4 x Ch ST 6,300 Staffordshire Staffordshire County

Fazeley n 4 x Ch ST 4,300 Staffordshire Staffordshire County

Kinver 3 x F ST 7,200 Staffordshire Staffordshire County

Ledbury n 1 UD x F CB Ch ST 8,400 Herefordshire Hereford Unitary Authority

Ludlow n 1 MB x F CB* Ch ST 9,500 Shropshire Shropshire Unitary Authority

Norton Canes n 4 x ST 6,300 Staffordshire Staffordshire County

Penkridge n 3 x F Ch ST 7,100 Staffordshire Staffordshire County

Pershore n 1 MB x F CB* Ch ST 7,000 Worcestershire Worcestershire County

Shifnal n 3 x F Ch ST 5,900 Shropshire Shropshire Unitary Authority

Shipston on Stour n 3 x F Ch ST 4,400 Warwickshire Warwickshire County

Southam n 3 x F Ch ST 6,500 Warwickshire Warwickshire County

Studley 3 x F ST 5,800 Warwickshire Warwickshire County

Wellesbourne 4 x Ch ST 5,800 Warwickshire Warwickshire County

Wem n 1 UD x F ST 5,100 Shropshire Shropshire Unitary Authority

Whitchurch n 1 UD x F Ch ST 8,600 Shropshire Shropshire Unitary Authority

Witnash 4 x ST 8,800 Warwickshire Warwickshire County

Wotton-under-Edge n 4 x ST 5,100 Shropshire Shropshire Unitary Authority

Bishops Castle n 1 x F Ch VS 1,600 Shropshire Shropshire Unitary Authority

Broadway n s x Ch VS 2,500 Worcestershire Shropshire Unitary Authority

There are 12 Very Small Towns with populations less than 4,000
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Cleobury Mortimer n 3 x F Ch VS 3,000 Shropshire Shropshire Unitary Authority

Clun n 4 x Ch VS 1,000 Shropshire Shropshire Unitary Authority

Craven Arms n 4 x VS 2,200 Shropshire Shropshire Unitary Authority

Leominster, Herefordshire ©geograph.ord Bewdley, Worcestershire ©davestaxi.co Ludlow, Shropshire ©saleplaces.co

Ellesmere 1 UD x F VS 3,200 Shropshire Shropshire Unitary Authority

Henley in Arden n 3 x F Ch VS 2,000 Warwickshire Warwickshire County

Kington n 1 UD x F Ch VS 3,200 Herefordshire Hereford Unitary Authority

Much Wenlock n 1 MB x F CB Ch VS 2,600 Shropshire Shropshire Unitary Authority

Tenbury Wells n 3 x F CB Ch VS 3,300 Worcestershire Worcestershire County

Tutbury 2 x CB Ch VS 3,000 Staffordshire Staffordshire County

Upton on Severn 4 x Ch VS 2,800 Worcestershire Worcestershire County

UK ENGLAND: YORKSHIRE HUMBER

Column A B C D E F G H I J K L M 

The West Yorkshire conurbation has 6 conglomerations of towns

(a) Batley/Dewsbury urban area with 7 towns

Batley MB Tag M 38,500 West Riding Kirklees Metropolitan Borough Council

Birstall UD ST 16,200 West Riding Kirklees Metropolitan Borough Council

Cleckheaton UD ST 16,600 West Riding Kirklees Metropolitan Borough Council

Dewsbury MB Tag T 62,900 West Riding Kirklees Metropolitan Borough Council

Gomersal UD ST 15,000 West Riding Kirklees Metropolitan Borough Council

Heckmondwike UD ST 16,900 West Riding Kirklees Metropolitan Borough Council

Mirfield 1 UD F ST 19,500 West Riding Kirklees Metropolitan Borough Council

(b)Bradford urban area with 5 towns

Baildon UD ST 15,400 West Riding Bradford City Council

Bingley UD Ch ST 18,700 West Riding Bradford City Council

Bradford CB Tag Ch LT 359,700 West Riding Bradford City Council

Queensbury UD ST 16,200 West Riding Bradford City Council

Shipley UD ST 15,400 West Riding Bradford City Council

(c)Halifax urban area with 2 towns

Halifax CB Tag T 82,000 West Riding Calderdale Metropolitan Borough Council

Sowerby Bridge UD ST 11,700 West Riding Calderdale Metropolitan Borough Council

(d)Huddersfield urban area with 3 towns

Brighouse MB M 32,300 West Riding Calderdale Metropolitan Borough Council

Elland UD Ch ST 11,600 West Riding Calderdale Metropolitan Borough Council

Huddersfield MB Tag T 162,900 West Riding Kirklees Metropolitan Borough Council

(e) Wakefield urban area with 4 towns

Horbury UD ST 10,000 West Riding Wakefield City Council

Ossett MB ST 16,100 West Riding Wakefield City Council

Stanley UD ST 15,100 West Riding Wakefield City Council

Wakefield CB Tag Ch T 77,500 West Riding Wakefield City Council

There are 2 large conurbations (a) West Yorkshire and (b) South Yorkshire) and (c) a smaller urban area of Hull.  Each of these have 

towns that coalesce.  All free standing towns are listed in the different size-bands below these urban conglomerations.

This area the Shire County of North Yorkshire (7 Districts); 2 Metropolitan Counties - South Yorkshire (4 Districts) and West Yorkshire (5 

Districts); Unitary Authorities of East Riding; Kingston upon Hull, North Lincolnshire and North East Lincolnshire.   The population of this area 

was 5,284,000 in 2011.
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(f) Leeds urban area with 5 towns

Horsforth 1 UD F ST 18,800 West Riding Leeds City Council

Leeds n CB Tag Ch LT 473,900 West Riding Leeds City Council

Morley MB Tag T 51,800 West Riding Leeds City Council

Pudsey MB ST 22,400 West Riding Leeds City Council

Rothwell UD Ch ST 21,000 West Riding Leeds City Council

The South Yorkshire conurbation which has 1 large conurbation (Sheffield/Rotherham)

Sheffield Rotherham conurbation

Sheffield MB Tag Ch LT 563,700 South Riding Sheffield City Council

Rotherham MB Tag Ch T 109,600 South Riding Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council

The Hull urban area

Kingston upon Hull MB Tag Ch LT 257,700 East Riding East Riding Unitary Authority

Hessle UD Ch ST 15,000 East Riding East Riding Unitary Authority

There are 8 Towns with populations over 50,000 but under 250,000 (all the large towns are in conurbations above)

Barnsley MB Tag Ch T 91,200 South Riding Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council

Doncaster MB Tag Ch T 109,800 South Riding Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council

Grimsby MB Tag Ch T 88,200 Lincolnshire North East Lincolnshire UA

Harrogate n MB Tag T 79,500 North Riding North Yorkshire County

Keighley n MB Tag Ch T 70,000 West Riding Bradford City Council

Scarborough n MB Tag CB* Ch T 61,700 North Riding North Yorkshire County

Scunthorpe MB Tag F T 72,500 Lincolnshire North Lincolnshire Unitary Authority

York n MB Tag CB* Ch T 153,700 North Riding North Yorkshire County

There are 4 Medium-sized Towns with populations over 30,000 but under 50,000

Bridlington n MB Ch M 35,300 East Riding East Riding Unitary Authority

Castleford MB Tag M 40,200 West Riding Wakefield City Council

Cleethorpes MB M 40,000 Lincolnshire North East Lincolnshire UA

Pontefract 1 MB F Ch M 30,800 West Riding Wakefield City Council

There are 39 Small Towns with populations over 10,000 but under 30,000

Adwick le Street 1 UD x ST 10,700 South Riding Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council

Barton upon Humber 1 UD x Ch ST 11,000 Lincolnshire North Lincolnshire Unitary Authority

Beverley n 1 MB x F CB* Ch ST 29,100 East Riding East Riding Unitary Authority

Conisbrough 1 UD x F Ch 14,300 South Riding Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council

Cudworth 1 UD x 10,000 South Riding Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council

Darton 1 UD x F 21,300 South Riding Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council

Denby Dale 1 UD x F 16,300 West Riding Kirklees Metropolitan Borough Council

Featherstone 1 UD x F ST 11,600 West Riding Wakefield City Council

Garforth 1 UD x 14,500 West Riding Leeds City Council

Goole 1 MB x F ST 18,700 East Riding East Riding Unitary Authority

Great Driffield n 1 UD x F Ch ST 11,200 East Riding East Riding Unitary Authority

Hatfield 3 x F ST 10,000 South Riding Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council

Haxby 4 x ST 12,300 North Riding North Yorkshire County

Hoyland 1 UD x 11,000 South Riding Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council

Ilkley n 1 UD x F Ch ST 14,800 South Riding Bradford City Council

Kippax 4 x ST 14,000 West Riding Leeds City Council

Knaresborough n 1 UD x F CB Ch ST 15,400 North Riding North Yorkshire County

Knottingley 1 UD x F ST 13,500 West Riding Wakefield City Council

Maltby 1 UD x F ST 16,600 South Riding Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council

Malton 1 UD x F ST 10,000 North Riding North Yorkshire County

Mexborough 1 UD x 15,200 South Riding Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council

Immingham 3 x F ST 12,200 Lincolnshire North East Lincolnshire Unitary Authority

New Rossington 3 x F ST 13,200 South Riding Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council

Northallerton n 1 UD x F Ch ST 15,700 North Riding North Yorkshire County

Otley n 1 UD x F Ch ST 13,600 West Riding Leeds City Council

Ripon n 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 16,700 North Riding North Yorkshire County

Royston 1 UD x ST 10,700 South Riding Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council

Selby 1 UD x F ST 16,000 North Riding North Yorkshire County

Skipton n 1 UD x F CB Ch ST 14,300 North Riding North Yorkshire County

South Kirkby 4 x ST 10,900 West Riding Wakefield City Council

Stainforth 4 x ST 10,000 South Riding Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council

Stocksbridge 1 UD x F ST 13,300 South Riding City of Sheffield Council
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Swinton 1 UD x F ST 14,000 South Riding Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council

Thorne 3 x F ST 16,000 South Riding Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council

Todmorden 1 MB x F 15,400 West Riding Calderdale Metropolitan Borough Council

Wath upon Dearne 1 UD x F Ch ST 16,900 South Riding Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council

Wetherby 3 x F Ch ST 13,000 West Riding Leeds City Council

Whitby n 1 UD x F CB Ch ST 13,500 North Riding North Yorkshire County

Wombwell 1 UD x ST 15,000 South Riding Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council

There are 39 Small Towns with populations over 4,000 but under 10,000

Askern 4 x ST 5,400 South Riding Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council

Bedale 3 x F Ch ST 4,500 North Riding North Yorkshire County

Boston Spa 3 x F ST 5,900 West Riding Leeds City Council

Hebden Bridge West Yorkshire ©wikimedia Penistone, South Yorskshire ©wikimedia Pickering, North Yorkshire  ©wikimedia

Brierley 4 x ST 7,200 South Riding Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council

Brigg 4 x 5,600 Lincolnshire North Lincolnshire Unitary Authority

Brotton 4 x ST 5,500 North Riding Redcar and Clevedon Unitary Authority

Brough 4 x Ch ST 8,500 East Riding East Riding Unitary Authority

Catterick 3 x F Ch ST 9,300 North Riding North Yorkshire County

Colburn 4 x 4,800 North Riding North Yorkshire County

Crowle 4 x Ch ST 4,800 Lincolnshire North Lincolnshire Unitary Authority

Dinnington 3 x F ST 9,000 South Riding Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council

Dodworth 1 UD x 9,700 South Riding Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council

Easingwold 3 x F ST 4,200 North Riding North Yorkshire County

Filey 1 UD x F Ch 6,900 North Riding North Yorkshire County

Hebden Bridge 3 x F 4,500 West Riding Calderdale Metropolitan Borough Council

Hebden Royde 1 UD x 9,500 West Riding Calderdale Metropolitan Borough Council

Hedon 2 x CB Ch ST 6,000 East Riding East Riding Unitary Authority

Hemsworth 1 UD x F ST 9,100 West Riding Wakefield City Council

Hornsea 1 UD x F Ch ST 8,200 East Riding East Riding Unitary Authority

Loftus 1 UD x ST 5,400 North Riding Redcar and Clevedon Unitary Authority

Market Weighton 3 x F Ch ST 4,600 East Riding East Riding Unitary Authority

Meltham 4 x ST 7,300 West Riding Kirklees Metropolitan Borough Council

Normanton 1 UD x F ST 6,000 West Riding Wakefield City Council

Norton  1 UD x F 7,300 North Riding North Yorkshire County

Penistone 1 UD x ST 8,700 South Riding Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council

Pickering n 1 UD x F CB Ch ST 6,600 North Riding North Yorkshire County

Pocklington n 3 x F Ch ST 7,600 East Riding East Riding Unitary Authority

Richmond n 1 MB x F CB* Ch ST 8,100 North Riding North Yorkshire County

Ripponden 1 UD x 7,400 West Riding Calderdale Metropolitan Borough Council

Skelton 1 UD x Ch ST 6,300 North Riding Redcar and Clevedon Unitary Authority

Silsden 1 UD x ST 7,400 West Riding Bradford City Council

South Cave 4 x ST 4,500 East Riding East Riding Unitary Authority

South Elmsall x x ST 6,100 West Riding Wakefield City Council

Stokesley 2 x F CB Ch ST 4,700 North Riding North Yorkshire County

Tadcaster 3 x F Ch ST 6,500 North Riding North Yorkshire County

Thirsk n 2 x CB Ch ST 9,000 North Riding North Yorkshire County

Tickhill 1 UD x Ch ST 5,100 South Riding Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council

Withernsea 1 UD x Ch ST 5,900 East Riding East Riding Unitary Authority

Worsbrough 1 UD x 9,500 South Riding Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council

There are 16 Very Small Towns where the populations are below 4,000

Boroughbridge 3 x F VS 3,400 North Riding North Yorkshire County

Cullingworth 1 UD x F VS 2,900 West Riding Bradford City Council

31



Denholme 1 UD x VS 3,400 West Riding Bradford City Council

Grassington n 4 x Ch VS 1,100 North Riding North Yorkshire County

Hawes* n 4 x VS 900 North Riding North Yorkshire County

Helmsley n 2 x CB Ch VS 1,500 North Riding North Yorkshire County

Holmfirth 1 UD x VS 2,000 West Riding Kirklees Metropolitan Borough Council

Howden 3 x F Ch VS 3,800 East Riding East Riding Unitary Authority

Kirkburton 1 UD x VS 3,700 West Riding Kirklees Metropolitan Borough Council

Kirkby Moorside 4 x VS 3,000 North Riding North Yorkshire County

Leyburn n 3 x F CB VS 1,800 North Riding North Yorkshire County

Masham 4 x VS 1,200 North Riding North Yorkshire County

Middleham* 4 x Ch VS 800 North Riding North Yorkshire County

Pateley Bridge 3 x F Ch VS 2,000 North Riding North Yorkshire County

Settle n 3 x F Ch VS 3,600 North Riding North Yorkshire County

Snaith 3 x F Ch VS 2,500 East Riding East Riding Unitary Authority

UK ENGLAND: LONDON

Column A B C D E F G H I J K L M 

220,000

Hampstead Hampstead MeB London Borough of Camden

Camden St Pancras MeB London Borough of Camden

Holborn Holborn MeB London Borough of Camden

St Pancras St Pancras MeB London Borough of Camden

The City of London Council 7,400

City of London Ch City of London The City of London

London Borough of Greenwich 255,400

Greenwich Greenwich MeB London Borough of Greenwich

Woolwich Ch Woolwich MeB London Borough of Greenwich

Eltham Ch Woolwich MeB London Borough of Greenwich

London Borough of Hackney 247,200

Hackney Hackney MeB London Borough of Hackney

Shoreditch Shoreditch MeB London Borough of Hackney

Stepney Stepney MeB London Borough of Hackney

Stoke Newington Stoke Newington London Borough of Hackney

London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham 182,400

Fulham Fulham MeB London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham

Hammersmith Hammersmith MeB London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham

London Borough of Islington 206,200

Finsbury Finsbury MetB London Borough of Islington

Islington Islington MeB London Borough of Islington

London Borough of Kensington and Chelsea 158,200

The earlist town was built by the Romans on the north bank of the River Thames.  It was re-occupied and refurbished by King Alfred.  It was 

given its Charter in 1075 by William the Conqueror and it was in this century that London became by far the largest town in England.  The 

original capital of England was Wichester but the Royal Court moved around and London did not become the capital of England until the late 

12th century. By 1900 the County of London consisted of the City of London and 28 Metropolitan Boroughs (Meb).  It was surrounded by the 

shire counties of Kent, Middlesex, Surrey, Hertfordshire and Essex.   In 1965 re-organisation led to the creation of Greater London with Inner 

London reduced to 13 new Metropolitan Borough Council and the City of London.  Several were individual historic settlements with medieval 

Town Charters.  Surrounding Inner London was a ring of 20 new Metropolitan Borough Councils made up of the former Councils of former 

Middlesex (Acton, Brentford, Ealing, Edmonton, Eltham, Feltham, Finchley, Frier Barnet, Hayes, Hendon, Heston, Hornsey, Hounslow, Potters 

Bar, Ruislip, Southall, Southall, Southgate, Tottenham, Twickenham, Uxbridge, Wembley, Willesden, Woodgreen and Yewsley); several 

councils from Kent County (Beckenham, Bexley, Bromley, Chislehurst, Crayford, Erith, Orpington and Penge); several councils from Surrey 

County (Barnes, Beddington, Carsholton, Cheam, Croydon, Merton, Mordon, Richmond upon Thames, Sutton, and Wimbledon); a council from 

Hertfordshire (Barnet); and several councils from Essex County (Barking, Brentwood, Chingford, Dagenham, Havering, Hornchurch, Ilford, 

Leyton, Leytonstone, Rainham, Romford, Upminster, Walthamstow, and Woodford).  Several would have been historic free-standing towns and 

some had medieval Town Charters.  Today London is one of the largest metropolitan cities of the world.

London Borough of Camden

This database picks up all the towns which were former Municipal Boroughs or Urban Districts and some other well known places which have 

commercial centres as well as residential development .  There are many suburban centres which are not included in the list.  Populations are 

only given for the new Metropolitan Boroughs.  The main town in Borough is listed in bold.  The population of London in 2011 was 8,200,000

INNER LONDON: 13 London Authorities (2 Cities and 11 Boroughs)
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Chelsea Chelsea MeB London Borough of Kensington & Chelsea

Kensington Kensington MeB London Borough of Kensington & Chelsea

London Borough of Lambeth 304,400

Lambeth Ch Lambeth MeB London Borough of Lambeth

Brixton

276,900

Lewisham Ch Lewisham MeB London Borough of Lewisham

Deptford Deptford MeB London Borough of Lewisham

London Borough of Southwark 288,700

Bermondsey Bermondsey MeB London Borough of Southwark

Camberwell Camberwell MeB London Borough of Southwark

Southwark Ch Southwark MeB London Borough of Southwark

256,000

Bethnal Green Bethnal Green MeB London Borough of Tower Hamlets

Poplar Poplar MeB London Borough of Tower Hamlets

London Borough of Wandsworth 307,700

Battersea Battersea MeB London Borough of Wandsworth

Wandsworth Wandsworth MeB London Borough of Wandsworth

The City of Westminster Council 219,500

Westminster Ch Westminster MeB City of Westminster

Paddington Paddington MeB City of Westminster

Marylebone St Marylebone MeB City of Westminster

Knightsbridge Westminster MeB City of Westminster

Victoria Westminster MeB City of Westminster

OUTER LONDON:  20 London Boroughs

London Borough of Barking and Dagenham 187,000

Barking MB Ch Essex London Borough of Barking & Dagenham

Dagenham MB Essex London Borough of Barking & Dagenham

London Borough of Barnet 357,500

Barnet UD Ch Middlesex London Borough of Barnet

Edgeware Middlesex London Borough of Barnet

Finchley MB Middlesex London Borough of Barnet

Hendon MB Middlesex London Borough of Barnet

London Borough of Bexley 232,700

Bexley MB Ch Kent London Borough of Bexley

Crayford UD Ch Kent London Borough of Bexley

Erith MB Kent London Borough of Bexley

Sidcup UD Kent London Borough of Bexley

312,200

Kilburn Middlesex London Borough of Brent

Wembley MB Middlesex London Borough of Brent

Willesden MB Middlesex London Borough of Brent

London Borough of Bromley 319,500

Beckenham MB Kent London Borough of Bromley

Bromley MB Ch Kent London Borough of Bromley

Chiselhurst UD Kent London Borough of Bromley

Penge UD Kent London Borough of Bromley

St Mary Cray Ch Kent London Borough of Bromley

Orpington UD Ch Kent London Borough of Bromley

London Borough of Croydon 364,800

Coulsdon UD Surrey London Borough of Croydon

Croydon CB Ch Surrey London Borough of Croydon

Purley UD Surrey London Borough of Croydon

London Borough of Ealing 339,300

Acton MB Ch Middlesex London Borough of Ealing

Ealing MB Middlesex London Borough of Ealing

Southall MB Middlesex London Borough of Ealing

London Borough of Enfield 313,900

Edmonton MB Middlesex London Borough of Enfield

Enfield MB Ch Middlesex London Borough of Enfield

London Borough of Lewisham

London Borough of Tower Hamlets

London Borough of Brent

33



Southgate MB Middlesex London Borough of Enfield

London Borough of Harringey 255,500

Hornsey MB Middlesex London Borough Harringey

Tottenham MB Middlesex London Borough Harringey

Wood Green MB Middlesex London Borough Harringey

London Borough of Harrow 240,400

Harrow MB Ch Middlesex London Borough of Harrow

Pinner Ch Middlesex London Borough of Harrow

Wealdstone UD Middlesex London Borough of Harrow

London Borough of Havering 237,900

Havering Ch Essex London Borough of Havering

Hornchurch UD Essex London Borough of Havering

Rainham UD Ch Essex London Borough of Havering

Romford MB Ch Essex London Borough of Havering

Upminster Essex London Borough of Havering

London Bourough of Hillingdon 275,500

Harlington Middlesex London Bourough of Hillingdon

Hayes MB Middlesex London Bourough of Hillingdon

Ruislip UD Middlesex London Bourough of Hillingdon

Uxbridge MB Ch Middlesex London Bourough of Hillingdon

Yiewsley MB Middlesex London Bourough of Hillingdon

West Drayton Middlesex London Bourough of Hillingdon

London Borough of Hounslow 254,900

Brentford MB Ch Middlesex London Borough of Hounslow

Chiswick UD Middlesex London Borough of Hounslow

Feltham MB Middlesex London Borough of Hounslow

Heston MB Middlesex London Borough of Hounslow

Hounslow Ch Middlesex London Borough of Hounslow

Isleworth MB Ch Middlesex London Borough of Hounslow

London Borough of Kingston upon Thames 160,400

Coombe MB Surrey London Borough of Kingston upon Thames

Kingston upon Thames MB Ch Surrey London Borough of Kingston upon Thames

Mitcham MB Surrey London Borough of Kingston upon Thames

New Maldon MB Ch Surrey London Borough of Kingston upon Thames

Surbiton MB Surrey London Borough of Kingston upon Thames

London Borough of Merton 200,500

Merton UD Surrey London Borough of Merton

Mordon MB Surrey London Borough of Merton

Wimbledon MB Surrey London Borough of Merton

London Borough of Newnham 310,400

East Ham CB Essex London Borough of Newnham

West Ham CB Ch Essex London Borough of Newnham

London Borough of Redbridge 281,300

Ilford MB Essex London Borough of Redbridge

Wanstead MB Essex London Borough of Redbridge

Woodford MB Essex London Borough of Redbridge

London Borough of Richmond upon Thames 187,500

Barnes MB Surrey London Borough of Richmond upon Thames

Richmond up. Thames MB CB Surrey London Borough of Richmond upon Thames

Twickenham MB Middlesex London Borough of Richmond upon Thames

London Borough of Sutton 191,100

Beddington UD Surrey London Borough of Sutton

Carsholton MB Ch Surrey London Borough of Sutton

Cheam MB Surrey London Borough of Sutton

Sutton MB Essex London Borough of Sutton

Wallington UD Surrey London Borough of Sutton

London Borough of Waltham Forest 259,700

Chingford MB Essex London Borough of Waltham Forest

Leyton MB Essex London Borough of Waltham Forest

Walthamstow MB Essex London Borough of Waltham Forest
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ISLANDS - CROWN DEPENDENCIES

Column A B C D E F G H I J K L M 

There is 1 Medium-sized Town with a population of 30,000 but less than 50,000

St Helier 3 T F M 33,600 Jersey Jersey Bailiwick

There is 1 Small Town where the population is between 10,000 but under 30,000

St Peter Port 3 T F ST 18,200 Guernsey Guernsey Bailiwick

St Anne 3 F VS 2,000 Alderney Guernsey Bailiwick

Column A B C D E F G H I J K L M 

There is 1 Small Town where the population is between 10,000 but under 30,000

Douglas n T F ST 27,900 Isle of Man Isle of Man

Ramsey 3 T F ST 7,300 Isle of Man Isle of Man

Peel 3 T F ST 5,000 Isle of Man Isle of Man

Castletown 3 T F VS 3,100 Isle of Man Isle of Man

Ramsey         © liverpool.ac.uk St Helier     ©media-cdn.tripadvisor.com St Peter Port    © thequirkytraveller.com

There is 1 Very Small Towns with a population below 4,000

There are 2 Small Towns where the population is above 4,000 but under 10,000

The Channel Islands:  These are not part of the United Kingdom, but Crown Dependencies with separate administrations since 

the late 13th century.  There are 2 Bailwicks: Jersey and Guernsey which inlcudes Aldeney and Sark.  The total population of the islands is 

168,000. The inhabited islands of Sark, Herm, Jethou and Brecqhou have no towns.

There is 1 Very Small Town with populationbelow 4,000

The Isle of Man: This island is not part of the United Kingdom, but a Crown Dependency with a total populationof 84,000.  It has 4 

towns.
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LEGEND:

Column A

Column B

Column C

1

2

3

4

s

Column D  

Column E

Column F

Column G

Column H 

Column I

Column J

LT Large Towns with populations above 250,000

T Towns with populations above 50,000 but below 250,000

M  

ST

VS

Column K

Column L

Column M

Sources:

Column A B C D E F G H I J K L M 

Glasgow n CC Tag F CB Ch LT 559,600 Lanarkshire Glasgow City Council CA

Barrhead (Glasgow) ST 17,400 Lanarkshire Glasgow City Council CA

Bearsden (Glasgow) BU F ST 25,900 Dunbartonshire East Dumbartonshire Council UA

Bellshill (Glasgow) F ST 27,000 Lanarkshire North Lanarkshire Council UA

Bishopbriggs (Glasgow) BU F ST 23,500 Lanarkshire East Dumbartonshire Council UA

Cambuslang (Glasgow) ST 24,500 Lanarkshire Glasgow City Council CA

Clarkston (Glasgow) F ST 14,900 Renfrewshire East Renfrewshire Council UA

Clydebank (Glasgow) BU F M 45,000 Dunbartonshire West Dumbartonshire Council UA

Erskine (Glasgow) F ST 15,000 Renfrewshire Renfrewshire Council UA

Giffnock (Glasgow) F ST 16,100 Renfrewshire East Renfrewshire Council UA

Govan (Glasgow) RB Ch M 30,000 Renfrewshire Renfrewshire Council UA

Johnstone (Glasgow) BU F ST 15,600 Renfrewshire Renfrewshire Council UA

Linwood (Glasgow) F ST 9,400 Renfrewshire Renfrewshire Council UA

Maryhill (Glasgow) BU T 52,000 Lanarkshire Glasgow City Council CA

Milngavie (Glasgow) RB F Ch ST 12,700 Dunbartonshire East Dumbartonshire Council UA

Medium sized Towns with populations between 30,000 and under 50,000

Small Towns - populations below 30,000 (with 2 levels: 30,000-10,000 & 9,999-4000)  

Towns listed on the List of Scottish Towns or included as a 'town' on their website identified with 'x'

The ECOVAST size bands are set out below: Conurbations made up of several towns are listed first

ECOVAST survey of towns that provided a Secondary School function are identified with 'F' 

Towns recognised as being the best historic towns by the Council of British Archaeology (CBA) 1965 - with the best 

342 towns [CB]and the very best of these [CB*], in England, Scotland and Wales.

Former status: Royal Burghs (RB); Other Burghs (BU) 

Included on the Council of British Archaeology list of the best historic towns (England, Scotland and Wales)

Has a secondary school

Called 'town' on website (x)

This database lists all freestanding towns and also towns which have coalesced into 'urban areas' which are identified as a 'place' by their 

name.  Several were once clearly separate communities - some former Municipal Boroughs or Urban Districts.  The constituent 'town' parts of 

these urban areas are included in the list.  All towns are listed alphabetically.

Former Municipal Borough or Urban District

Name of town or city - listed alphabetically.  Cities of today are listed in bold.  New Towns identified as 'NT'

Current Local Authority areas - Shire Counties, Metropolitan Counties or Unitary Authorities

There are 2 major urban areas (each more than half a million people) which contain several coalescing town: (a) Glasgow and (b) 

Edinburgh.  All free standing towns are listed in the different size-bands below these urban conglomerations.

Code for all towns with populations of less than 10,000 - why they are included as towns: 

Population of town taken from Wikipedia town website - most (but not all) are for 2011 - and have been rounded

The towns followed by n are ones visited by the ECOVAST author of this report

Scotland is part of the United Kingdom and covers one-third of the island of Great Britain.  The independent sovereign state of Scotland 

emerged during the early middle ages and existed until 1707.  The country was divided into 33 counties which lasted until re-organisation in 

1975.  Since 1996 there have been 32 single tier councils.  The original counties and the current authorities are listed on the database.  The 

population of Scotland in 2011 was 5,295,400

Full survey of functions carried out (all South East Towns have been surveyed)

UK SCOTLAND TOWNS & CITIES

(a) Glasgow conurbation includes 20 identifiable towns

Census data; Wikipedia Town websites; Wikipedia List of Towns; Wikipedia List of former rural and urban districts; 

Ordnance Survey Maps 1:50,000; Daily mail UK Tourist Maps 1:400,000; Council for British Archaeology data; 

Whitaker's Almanack; ECOVAST survey work and databases

Towns which are listed in the major world data base of towns called Tageo.com (Tag).  However the database has 

limitations as it only lists the larger 300 towns in any country (which does not include all the towns in England, 

Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland)

Local Authority areas - former geographical counties

Many towns were awarded Town Charters (Ch) in the Middle Ages by the Kings of England and Wales or designated 

Royal Burghs in Scotland -but many of these no longer provide 'town level' functions and are not included

Very Small Towns with populations less than 4,000.  Many towns in remoter rural areas can be as low as 1,000  
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Motherwell (Glasgow) BU Tag F M 30,000 Lanarkshire North Lanarkshire Council UA

Newton Mearns (Glasgow) F ST 22,600 Renfrewshire East Renfrewshire Council UA

Paisley (Glasgow) RB F Ch T 78,000 Renfrewshire Renfrewshire Council UA

Rutherglen (Glasgow) RB F Ch ST 25,000 Lanarkshire South Lanarkshire Council UA

Wishaw (Glasgow) BU F ST 28,000 Lanarkshire Glasgow City Council CA

(b) The Edinburgh conurbation includes 4 towns

Edinburgh n CC Tag F CB* Ch LT 464,900 Midlothian Edinburgh City Council CA

Leith (Edinbugh) RB Ch ST 26,000 Edinbugh Edinburgh City Council CA

Bathgate (Edinburgh) RB F Ch ST 15,000 West Lothian West Lothian Council UA

Musselburgh (Edinburgh) RB F CB Ch ST 29,000 Midlothian East Lothian Council UA

There are 5 Towns where the population is above 50,00 but below 250,000

Aberdeen n CC Tag F CB* Ch T 196,700 Aberdeenshire Aberdeen City Council UA

Dundee CC Tag F T 148,000 Angus Dundee City Council UA

East Kilbride NT n BU Tag F T 74,400 Lanarkshire South Lanarkshire Council UA

Inverness RB Tag F CB Ch T 58,900 Inverness-shire Highland Council UA

Livingston NT Tag F T 56,200 West Lothian West Lothian Council UA

There are 15 Medium sized towns - between 30,000 and under 50,000 population

Cumbernauld NT RB F Ch M 49,600 Dunbartonshire North Lanarkshire Council UA

Airdrie BU F Ch M 37,100 Lanarkshire North Lanarkshire Council UA

Ayr n RB Tag F CB Ch M 46,000 Ayrshire South Ayrshire Council UA

Dalkeith RB Tag F Ch M 38,900 Midlothian Midlothian Council UA

Dumfries RB F CB Ch M 36,100 Dumfriesshire Dumfries & Galloway Council UA

Dunfermline RB Tag F CB Ch M 46,300 Fife Fife Council UA

Falkirk RB Tag F Ch M 32,400 Stirlingshire Stirling Council UA

Glenrothes NT Tag F M 39,200 Fife Fife Council UA

Greenock RB Tag F CB Ch M 45,000 Renfrewshire Renfrewshire Council UA

Hamilton RB F Ch M 48,500 Lanarkshire South Lanarkshire Council UA

Irvine NT RB Tag F Ch M 39,800 Ayrshire North Ayrshire Council UA

Kilmarnock RB Tag F Ch M 44,300 Ayrshire East Ayrshire Council UA

Kirkaldy RB Tag F Ch M 48,600 Fife Fife Council UA

Perth RB Tag F CB Ch M 44,800 Perthshire Perth & Kinross Council CA

Stirling RB Tag F CB* Ch M 33,700 Stirlingshire Stirling Council UA

There are 46 Small Towns with populations between 10,000 and 30,000 

Arbroath 1 RB x F CB Ch ST 22,100 Angus/Forfarshire Angus Council UA

Alloa 1 RB x F Ch ST 18,900 Clackmannanshire Clackmannanshire Council UA

Ardrossan 1 RB x F CB Ch ST 10,900 Ayrshire North Ayrshire Council UA

Armadale 1 BU x F ST 11,400 West Lothian West Lothian Council UA

Barrhead 1 BU x F ST 19,800 Renfrewshire Renfrewshire Council UA

Blantyre 2 x Tag F ST 17,500 Lanarkshire South Lanarkshire Council UA

Bo'ness 1 RB x F Ch ST 14,400 West Lothian West Lothian Council UA

Bonnyrigg 1 BU x F ST 14,000 Midlothian Midlothian Council UA

Broxburn 4 x ST 12,800 West Lothian West Lothian Council UA

Buckhaven 1 RB x F Ch ST 16,300 Fife Fife Council UA

Carluke 3 x F ST 13,500 Lanarkshire South Lanarkshire Council UA

Carnoustie 1 BU x F ST 10,700 Angus/Forfarshire Angus Council UA

Cowdenbeath 1 BU x F ST 11,600 Fife Fife Council UA

Cumnock 1 RB x F Ch ST 13,000 Ayrshire East Ayrshire Council UA

Denny 1 BU x F ST 10,000 Stirlingshire Stirling Council UA

Dumbarton 1 RB x Tag F Ch ST 20,500 Dunbartonshire West Dumbartonshire Council UA

Elgin 1 RB x F CB Ch ST 21,000 Morayshire Moray Council UA

Forfar 1 RB x F Ch ST 13,400 Angus/Forfarshire Angus Council UA

Fraserburgh 1 RB x F CB Ch ST 12,600 Aberdeenshire Aberdeenshire Council UA

Galashiels 1 RB x F Ch ST 14,400 Selkirkshire Scottish Borders Council UA

Grangemouth 1 BU x F ST 17,900 Stirlingshire Stirling Council UA

Hawick n 1 RB x F Ch ST 13,900 Roxburghshire Scottish Borders Council UA

Helensburgh 1 RB x F Ch ST 14,600 Dunbartonshire Argyll & Bute UA

Inverurie 1 RB x F Ch ST 11,000 Aberdeenshire Aberdeenshire Council UA

Kilwinning 1 BU x F ST 15,900 Ayrshire North Ayrshire Council UA

Kinning Park 1 BU x ST 14,000 Lanarkshire Glasgow City Council CA

Kirkintilloch 1 RB x F Ch ST 19,700 Dunbartonshire East Dumbartonshire Council UA
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Largs n 1 RB x F ST 11,200 Ayrshire North Ayrshire Council UA

Larkhall 4 x ST 14,900 Lanarkshire South Lanarkshire Council UA

Linlithgow 1 RB x F CB Ch ST 13,300 West Lothian West Lothian Council UA

Methil 1 RB x F Ch ST 11,000 Fife Fife Council UA

Montrose 1 RB x F CB Ch ST 10,800 Angus/Forfarshire Angus Council UA

Penicuik 1 BU x F ST 15,900 Midlothian Midlothian Council UA

Peterhead 1 RB x F Ch ST 17,400 Aberdeenshire Aberdeenshire Council UA

Port Glasgow 1 RB x F Ch ST 16,600 Renfrewshire Renfrewshire Council UA

Prestwick 1 RB x F Ch ST 14,000 Ayrshire South Ayrshire Council UA

Renfrew 1 RB x F Ch ST 20,000 Renfrewshire Renfrewshire Council UA

Saltcoats 1 RB x F Ch St 11,000 Ayrshire North Ayrshire Council UA

St Andrews 1 RB x F CB Ch ST 16,600 Fife Fife Council UA

Stenhousemuir 3 x F ST 10,100 Stirlingshire Stirling Council UA

Stonehaven 1 RB x F CB Ch ST 10,700 Kincardinshire Aberdeenshire Council UA

Stranraer 1 RB x F Ch ST 10,300 Wigtownshire Dumfries & Galloway Council UA

Tranent 1 RB x F Ch ST 10,400 East Lothian East Lothian Council UA

Troon 1 BU x F ST 14,000 Ayrshire South Ayrshire Council UA

Westhill 3 x F ST 11,100 Aberdeenshire Aberdeenshire Council UA

Whitburn 1 BU x F ST 10,300 West Lothian West Lothian Council UA

Anstruther © wikipedia.org Kelso © pinimg.com Thurso © caithness.org

There are 84 Small Towns with population between 4,000 - 10,000 

Alness 3 x F ST 5,300 Ross & Cromarty Highland Council UA

Alva 1 RB x F Ch ST 4,800 Clackmannanshire Clackmannanshire Council UA

Annan 1 RB x F Ch ST 8,400 Dumfriesshire Dumfries & Galloway Council UA

Anstruther 1 RB x F CB Ch ST 4,500 Fife Fife Council UA

Auchterarder 1 BU x F ST 4,600 Perthshire Perth and Kinross Council UA

Banchory 1 RB x F Ch ST 6,800 Kincardinshire Aberdeenshire Council UA

Bannockburn 3 x F ST 7,300 Stirlingshire Stirling Council UA

Beith 4 x ST 6,300 Ayrshire North Ayrshire Council UA

Blackburn 3 x F ST 4,700 West Lothian West Lothian Council UA

Blairgowrie 1 BU x F ST 8,300 Perthshire Perth and Kinross Council UA

Brechin 1 RB x F CB Ch ST 7,100 Angus/Forfarshire Angus Council UA

Bridge of Allan 1 BU x ST 5,800 Stirlingshire Stirling Council UA

Buckie 1 BU x F ST 7,900 Banffshire Moray Council UA

Burntisland 1 RB x Ch ST 5,900 Fife Fife Council UA

Campbeltown n 1 RB x F CB Ch ST 4,800 Argyllshire Argyll & Bute UA

Cardenden 4 x ST 5,200 Fife Fife Council UA

Coatbridge 1 BU x F ST 6,800 Lanarkshire North Lanarkshire Council UA

Cockenzie 1 RB x Ch ST 5,600 East Lothian East Lothian Council UA

Crieff 1 BU x F ST 7,400 Perthshire Perth and Kinross Council UA

Cupar 1 RB x F Ch ST 8,900 Fife Fife Council UA

Dalbeattie 1 BU x F ST 4,200 Kirkcudbrightshire Dumfries & Galloway Council UA

Dalry 4 x ST 5,700 Ayrshire North Ayrshire Council UA

Dingwall 1 RB x F CB Ch ST 4,900 Ross & Cromarty Highland Council UA

Dunbar 1 RB x F Ch ST 7,900 East Lothian East Lothian Council UA

Dunblane 1 RB x F CB Ch ST 8,900 Perthshire Perth and Kinross Council UA

Dunoon 1 RB x F Ch ST 8,200 Argyllshire Argyll & Bute UA

Ellon 1 RB x F Ch ST 9,900 Aberdeenshire Aberdeenshire Council UA

Fauldhouse 4 x ST 4,900 West Lothian West Lothian Council UA

Forres 1 RB x F CB Ch ST 8,900 Morayshire Moray Council UA
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Fort William n 1 RB x F Ch ST 9,600 Inverness-shire Highland Council UA

Galston 1 BU x F ST 5,000 Ayrshire East Ayrshire Council UA

Girvan 1 RB x F Ch ST 6,700 Ayrshire South Ayrshire Council UA

Gorebridge 4 x ST 5,500 Midlothian Midlothian Council UA

Gourock n 1 RB x F Ch ST 5,000 Renfrewshire Renfrewshire Council UA

Haddington 1 RB x F CB* Ch ST 8,800 East Lothian East Lothian Council UA

Huntly 1 RB x F Ch ST 4,400 Aberdeenshire Aberdeenshire Council UA

Inverkeithing 1 RB x F Ch ST 5,200 Fife Fife Council UA

Jedburg n 1 RB x F CB Ch ST 4,000 Roxburghshire Scottish Borders Council UA

Keith 1 BU x F CB ST 4,500 Banffshire Moray Council UA

Kelso n 1 RB x F CB* Ch ST 5,400 Roxburghshire Scottish Borders Council UA

Kelty 4 x ST 6,500 Fife Fife Council UA

Kilburnie 3 x F ST 7,600 Ayrshire North Ayrshire Council UA

Kilsyth 1 RB x Ch ST 9,900 Stirlingshire Stirling Council UA

Kinross 1 RB x F Ch ST 4,700 Kinross-shire Highland Council UA

Kirkwall n 1 RB x F CB Ch ST 6,500 Orkney Orkney Islands Council UA

Kirriemuir 1 RB x F Ch ST 5,700 Angus/Forfarshire Angus Council UA

Lanark 1 RB x F CB ST 8,200 Lanarkshire South Lanarkshire Council UA

Lerwick n 1 BU x F CB ST 6,400 Zetland Shetland Islands Council UA

Leven 1 RB x Ch ST 8,800 Fife Fife Council UA

Loanhead 1 RB x Ch ST 6,900 Midlothian Midlothian Council UA

Locharbriggs 4 x ST 6,000 Dumfriesshire Dumfries & Galloway Council UA

Lochgelly 1 BU x ST 6,800 Fife Fife Council UA

Lockerbie 1 BU x ST 4,000 Dumfriesshire Dumfries & Galloway Council UA

Lossiemouth 1 BU x F ST 6,700 Morayshire Moray Council UA

Maybole 1 RB x F Ch ST 4,700 Ayrshire North Ayrshire Council UA

Montifieth 1 BU x F ST 8,200 Angus/Forfarshire Angus Council UA

Moodiesburn 4 x ST 6,800 Lanarkshire North Lanarkshire Council UA

Nairn 1 RB x F CB Ch ST 8,900 Nairnshire Highland Council UA

Neilston 4 x ST 5,400 Renfrewshire East Renfrewshire Council UA

Newarthill 3 x F ST 6,800 Lanarkshire North Lanarkshire Council UA

Newport on Tay 1 BU x ST 7,900 Fife Fife Council UA

North Berwick 1 RB x F Ch ST 6,500 East Lothian East Lothian Council UA

Oban n 1 RB x F Ch ST 8,100 Argyllshire Argyll & Bute UA

Peebles 1 RB x F CB Ch ST 8,100 Peeblesshire Scottish Borders Council UA

Portlethen 3 x F ST 7,000 Aberdeenshire Aberdeenshire Council UA

Prestonpans 1 RB x F Ch ST 7,900 East Lothian East Lothian Council UA

Queensferry 1 RB x Ch ST 9,000 West Lothian West Lothian Council UA

Rothesay n 1 RB x F CB Ch ST 4,800 Buteshire Argyll & Bute UA

Selkirk 1 RB x F CB Ch ST 5,600 Selkirkshire Scottish Borders Council UA

Shotts 3 x F ST 8,200 Lanarkshire North Lanarkshire Council UA

Stevenston 1 BU x F ST 9,000 Ayrshire North Ayrshire Council UA

Stewarton 1 BU x F ST 6,500 Ayrshire East Ayrshire Council UA

Stonehouse 4 x ST 5,500 Lanarkshire South Lanarkshire Council UA

Stornaway n 1 RB x F Ch ST 5,500 Ross & Cromarty Western Isles Council UA

Strathaven 1 RB x F Ch ST 7,400 Lanarkshire South Lanarkshire Council UA

Tayport 1 RB x Ch ST 7,900 Fife Fife Council UA

Thurso n 1 RB x F CB Ch ST 7,400 Caithness Highland Council UA

Tillicoultry 1 RB x Ch ST 5,200 Clackmannanshire Clackmannanshire Council UA

Turriff 1 RB x F Ch ST 4,900 Aberdeenshire Aberdeenshire Council UA

Uddington 3 x F ST 5,000 Lanarkshire South Lanarkshire Council UA

West Calder 4 x ST 5,300 West Lothian West Lothian Council UA

West Kilbride 4 x ST 4,700 Ayrshire North Ayrshire Council UA

Weymess Bay 4 x ST 4,500 Renfrewshire Renfrewshire Council UA

Wick 1 RB x F Ch ST 6,900 Caithness Highland Council UA

There are 70 Very Small Towns where the population is less than 4,000

Aberfeldy 1 BU x F VS 1,800 Perthshire Perth and Kinross Council UA

Aberlour 1 RB x F Ch VS 1,000 Banffshire Moray Council UA

Auchtermuchty 1 RB x Ch VS 2,000 Fife Fife Council UA

Banff 1 RB x F CB Ch VS 3,900 Banffshire Moray Council UA
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Biggar 1 RB x F CB Ch VS 2,200 Lanarkshire South Lanarkshire Council UA

Burghead 1 BU x VS 1,600 Morayshire Moray Council UA

Callander 1 BU x F VS 2,700 Perthshire Perth and Kinross Council UA

Castle Douglas 1 RB x F Ch ST 3,600 Kirkcudbrightshire Dumfries & Galloway Council UA

Clackmannan 2 x CB VS 3,300 Clackmannanshire Clackmannanshire Council UA

Coldstream 1 RB x Ch VS 1,800 Berwickshire Scottish Borders Council UA

Coupar Angus 1 RB x Ch VS 1,700 Perthshire Perth and Kinross Council UA

Crail 1 RB x CB Ch VS 1,700 Fife Fife Council UA

Cromarty 1 RB x CB* Ch VS 1,000 Ross & Cromarty Highland Council UA

Culross 1 RB x CB* Ch VS 1,000 Fife Fife Council UA

Dalmellington 3 x F VS 1,500 Ayrshire East Ayrshire Council UA

Banff © alamy.com Culross © nts.org.uk Inverary © wikipedia.org

Darvel 1 BU x ST 3,300 Ayrshire East Ayrshire Council UA

Dollar 1 RB x Ch VS 2,800 Clackmannanshire Clackmannanshire Council UA

Dornoch 1 RB x F CB Ch VS 1,200 Sutherland Highland Council UA

Dufftown 1 BU x VS 1,600 Banffshire Moray Council UA

Dunkeld 2 x CB VS 1,100 Perthshire Perth and Kinross Council UA

Duns 1 RB x F Ch VS 2,500 Berwickshire Scottish Borders Council UA

Earlstone 3 x F VS 1,900 Berwickshire Scottish Borders Council UA

East Linton 1 BU x VS 1,200 East Lothian East Lothian Council UA

Elie & Earlsferry 1 RB x CB Ch VS 1,000 Fife Fife Council UA

Eyemouth 1 RB x F Ch ST 3,400 Berwickshire Scottish Borders Council UA

Falkland 1 RB x CB Ch VS 1,000 Fife Fife Council UA

Fochabers 2 x CB VS 1,700 Morayshire Moray Council UA

Fortrose 1 RB x F Ch VS 1,200 Ross & Cromarty Highland Council UA

Gatehouse of Fleet 1 RB x Ch VS 1,500 Kirkcudbrightshire Dumfries & Galloway Council UA

Grantown on Spey 1 RB x F CB Ch VS 2,200 Morayshire Moray Council UA

Innerleithen 1 BU x VS 2,500 Peeblesshire Scottish Borders Council UA

Inveraray n 1 RB x CB* Ch VS 2,000 Argyllshire Argyll & Bute UA

Inverbervie 1 RB x Ch VS 1,900 Kincardinshire Aberdeenshire Council UA

Invergordon 1 RB x Ch ST 3,800 Ross & Cromarty Highland Council UA

Kincardine 1 RB x Ch ST 3,000 Fife Fife Council UA

Kinghorn 1 RB x Ch VS 2,900 Fife Fife Council UA

Kingussie 1 RB x F Ch VS 1,400 Inverness-shire Highland Council UA

Kintore 1 RB x Ch VS 2,100 Aberdeenshire Aberdeenshire Council UA

Kirkcudbright 1 RB x F CB Ch VS 3,400 Kirkcudbrightshire Dumfries & Galloway Council UA

Ladybank 1 RB x VS 1,500 Fife Fife Council UA

Langholm 1 RB x F VS 2,300 Dumfriesshire Dumfries & Galloway Council UA

Lauder 1 RB x VS 1,500 Berwickshire Scottish Borders Council UA

Laurencekirk 1 RB x F ST 3,500 Kincardinshire Aberdeenshire Council UA

Lochgilphead 1 BU x F ST 3,000 Argyllshire Argyll & Bute UA

Lochmaben 1 RB x Ch VS 1,900 Dumfriesshire Dumfries & Galloway Council UA

Macduff 1 RB x Ch ST 3,700 Banffshire Moray Council UA

Mallaig n 3 x F VS 1,000 Argyllshire Highland Council UA

Markinch 1 RB x Ch VS 2,400 Fife Fife Council UA

Melrose 1 RB x Ch VS 1,600 Roxburghshire Scottish Borders Council UA

Millport 1 RB x Ch VS 1,500 Buteshire Argyll & Bute UA

Moffat 1 RB x F Ch VS 2,100 Dumfriesshire Dumfries & Galloway Council UA

New Galloway 1 RB x Ch VS 1,500 Kirkcudbrightshire Dumfries & Galloway Council UA
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Newburgh 1 RB x Ch VS 2,000 Fife Fife Council UA

Newmilns 1 RB x Ch ST 3,000 Ayrshire East Ayrshire Council UA

Newton Stewart 1 RB x Ch ST 3,500 Wigtownshire Dumfries & Galloway Council UA

Pitlochry 1 BU x F VS 2,500 Perthshire Perth and Kinross Council UA

Pittenweem 1 RB x CB Ch VS 1,700 Fife Fife Council UA

Polbeth 3 x F VS 2,200 West Lothian West Lothian Council UA

Portree n 3 x F VS 2,400 Ross & Cromarty Highland Council UA

Portsoy 1 RB x CB Ch VS 1,700 Banffshire Moray Council UA

Rothes 1 BU x VS 1,200 Morayshire Moray Council UA

Sanquhar 1 RB x F Ch VS 2,200 Dumfriesshire Dumfries & Galloway Council UA

St Monance 1 RB x CB Ch VS 1,300 Fife Fife Council UA

Stromness 1 BU x F CB VS 2,200 Orkney Orkney Islands Council UA

Tarbert 3 x F VS 1,300 Argyllshire Argyll & Bute UA

Tobermory 1 BU x F VS 1,000 Argyllshire Argyll & Bute UA

Train 1 RB x F Ch ST 3,900 Ross & Cromarty Highland Council UA

Ullapool 3 x F VS 1,500 Ross & Cromarty Highland Council UA

Whithorn 1 RB x CB Ch VS 1,000 Wigtownshire Dumfries & Galloway Council UA

Wigtown 1 RB x F CB Ch VS 1,000 Wigtownshire Dumfries & Galloway Council UA
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Baglan ST 6,600 Glamorganshire Neath Port Talbot (Castell-nedd PT) UA

Briton Ferry F T 59,000 Glamorganshire Neath Port Talbot (Castell-nedd PT) UA

Neath MB Ta F Ch T 50,000 Glamorganshire Neath Port Talbot (Castell-nedd PT) UA

Port Talbot MB Ta F M 37,000 Glamorganshire Neath Port Talbot (Castell-nedd PT) UA

(b) The urban area to the northwest of Newport has 7 identifiable towns 

Abercarn ST 5,000 Monmouthshire Caerphilly (Caerffili) UA

Bargoed F ST 11,000 Glamorganshire Caerphilly (Caerffili) UA

Blackwood F ST 24,000 Glamorganshire Caerphilly (Caerffili) UA

Newbridge ST 9,500 Monmouthshire Caerphilly (Caerffili) UA

Pontllanfraith ST 8,300 Glamorganshire Caerphilly (Caerffili) UA

Risca UD F ST 14,900 Monmouthshire Caerphilly (Caerffili) UA

Ystrad Mynach ST 19,000 Glamorganshire Caerphilly (Caerffili) UA

Porth n F ST 14,600 Glamorganshire Rhondda Cynon Taf UA

Tonypandy n F ST 17,700 Glamorganshire Rhondda Cynon Taf UA

Treorchy n ST 7,600 Glamorganshire Rhondda Cynon Taf UA

Ferndale F ST 4,100 Glamorganshire Rhondda Cynon Taf UA

(c) Rhondda Fawr which has 3 small towns and several villages

Many towns were awarded Town Charters (Ch) in the Middle Ages by the Kings of England and Wales or designated 

Royal Burghs in Scotland -but many of these no longer provide 'town level' functions and are not included

Medium sized Towns with populations between 30,000 and under 50,000

Small Towns - populations below 30,000 (with 2 levels: 30,000-10,000 & 9,999-4000)  

Towns listed on the List of Welsh Towns or included as a 'town' on their website identified with 'x'

Population of town taken from Wikipedia town website - most (but not all) are for 2011 - and have been rounded

(d) Rhondda Fach which has 1 town and several villages

There are 4 urban areas where towns are contiguous: (a) Neath Port Talbot area: (b) the area northwest of Newport: (c)Rhondda Fawr 

and (d) Rhonna Fach where there are there are several continguous small towns and villages.  All free standing towns are listed in 

the different size-bands below these urban conglomerations.

(a) Neath/Port Talbot urban area with 4 identifiable towns

UK WALES TOWNS AND CITIES

Called 'town' on website (x)

Former status: County Boroughs (CB); City Councils (CC); Municipal Boroughs (MB); Urban Districts (UD)

The ECOVAST size bands are set out below: Conurbations made up of several towns are listed first

ECOVAST survey of towns that provided a Secondary School function are identified with 'F' 

The towns followed by n are ones visited by the ECOVAST author of this report

Former Municipal Borough or Urban District

Current Local Authority areas - Shire Counties, Metropolitan Counties or Unitary Authorities

Very Small Towns with populations less than 4,000.  Many towns in remoter rural areas can be as low as 1,000  

Included on the Council of British Archaeology list of the best historic towns (England, Scotland and Wales)

Has a secondary school

Census data; Wikipedia Town websites; Wikipedia List of Towns; Wikipedia List of former rural and urban districts; 

Ordnance Survey Maps 1:50,000; Daily mail UK Tourist Maps 1:400,000; Council for British Archaeology data; 

Whitaker's Almanack; ECOVAST survey work and databases

Wales is part of the United Kingdom.  It was annexed by England and incorporated within the English legal system in 1542).  The country was 

divided into 13 counties and 4 county boroughs.  A separate government for Wales was established in 1998.  Today the country is divided into 

22 principal areas (11 counties and 11 county boroughs).  The population of Wales in 2011 was 3,063,400.

Towns recognised as being the best historic towns by the Council of British Archaeology (CBA) 1965 - with the best 

342 towns [CB]and the very best of these [CB*], in England, Scotland and Wales.

Local Authority areas - former geographical counties

Code for all towns with populations of less than 10,000 - why they are included as towns: 

Towns which are listed in the major world data base of towns called Tageo.com (Tag).  However the database has 

limitations as it only lists the larger 300 towns in any country (which does not include all the towns in England, 

Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland)

This database lists all freestanding towns and also towns which have coalesced into 'urban areas' which are identified as a 'place' by their 

name.  Several were once clearly separate communities - some former Municipal Boroughs or Urban Districts.  The constituent 'town' parts of 

these urban areas are included in the list.  All towns are listed alphabetically.  

Name of town or city - listed alphabetically.  Cities of today are listed in bold.  New Towns identified as 'NT'
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Cardiff CB Ta F Ch LT 335,000 Cardiff Cardiff (Caerdydd) UA

There are 4 Towns: only 2 of them with populations above 100,000

Barry MB Ta F T 54,000 Glamorganshire Vale of Glamorgan (Bro Morgannwg) UA

Newport MB Ta F Ch T 128,000 Monmouthshire Newport (Casnewydd) UA

Swansea MB Ta F Ch T 179,000 Glamorganshire Swansea (Abertawe) UA

Wrexham MB Ta F Ch T 61,000 Denbighshire Wrexham (Wrecsam) UA

Bridgend UD Ta F Ch M 46,000 Glamorganshire Bridgend (Pen-y-bont ar Ogwr) UA

Caerphilly UD F Ch M 41,000 Glamorganshire Caerphilly (Caerffili) UA

Cwmbran NT UD Ta F M 47,200 Monmouthshire Torfaen UA

Llanelli MB Ta F Ch M 43,000 Carmarthenshire Camarthanshire (Sir Gaerfyrddin) UA

Merthyr Tydfil n MB Ta F M 43,000 Glamorganshire Merthyr Tydfil (Merthyr Tudful) UA

Pontypridd n UD F M 33,300 Glamorganshire Rhondda Cynon Taf UA

There are 33 Small Towns where the population is between 10,000 but under 30,000

Aberdare 1 UD x F ST 29,000 Glamorganshire Rhondda Cynon Taf UA

Abergavenny n 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 13,000 Monmouthshire Monmouthshire (Sir Fynwy) UA

Abergele 1 UD x Ch ST 10,000 Denbighshire Conwy UA

Abertillery 1 UD x F ST 10,900 Monmouthshire Blaenau Gwent UA

Aberystwyth n 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 18,000 Cardiganshire Ceredigion UA

Bangor 1 MB x Ta F Ch ST 17,900 Caernarvonshire Gwynedd UA

Buckley 1 UD x F ST 19,000 Flintshire Flintshire (Sir y Fflint) UA

Caernafon © shaggysheep.com   Monmouth © gotravelaz.coom Tenby © wikimedia.org

Caldicot 3 x F ST 11,200 Monmouthshire Monmouthshire (Sir Fynwy) UA

Carmarthen 1 MB x F Ch ST 15,800 Carmarthenshire Camarthanshire (Sir Gaerfyrddin) UA

Chepstow n 1 UD x F CB Ch ST 12,300 Monmouthshire Monmouthshire (Sir Fynwy) UA

Colwyn Bay 1 MB x F Ch ST 29,000 Denbighshire Conwy UA

Connahs Quay 1 UD x F ST 16,000 Flintshire Flintshire (Sir y Fflint) UA

Ebbw Vale 1 UD x F ST 18,500 Monmouthshire Blaenau Gwent UA

Flint 1 MB x F Ch ST 14,600 Flintshire Flintshire (Sir y Fflint) UA

Gelligaer 1 UD x ST 14,000 Glamorganshire Caerphilly (Caerffili) UA

Gorseinon 4 x ST 15,700 Glamorganshire Swansea (Abertawe) UA

Haverfordwest 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 14,500 Pembrokeshire Pembrokeshire (Sir Benfro) UA

Holyhead n 1 UD x F CB ST 11,300 Anglesey Isle of Anglesey (Ynys Mon) UA

Llandudno n 1 MB x F CB ST 15,000 Caernarvonshire Conwy UA

Llantrisant 3 x F Ch ST 13,200 Glamorganshire Rhondda Cynon Taf UA

Maesteg 1 UD x F ST 18,300 Glamorganshire Bridgend (Pen-y-bont ar Ogwr) UA

Milford Haven 1 UD x F ST 13,000 Pembrokeshire Pembrokeshire (Sir Benfro) UA

Mold n 1 UD x F CB ST 10,000 Flintshire Flintshire (Sir y Fflint) UA

Monmouth n 1 MB x F CB* Ch ST 10,100 Monmouthshire Monmouthshire (Sir Fynwy) UA

Mountain Ash 1 UD x F ST 11,200 Glamorganshire Rhondda Cynon Taf UA

Newtown NT n 1 UD x F CB Ch ST 11,300 Montgomeryshire Powys UA

Penarth 1 UD x F ST 27,000 Glamorganshire Vale of Glamorgan (Bro Morgannwg) UA

Pontypool n 1 UD x Ta ST 28,000 Monmouthshire Torfaen UA

Porthcawl 1 UD x F ST 15,000 Glamorganshire Bridgend (Pen-y-bont ar Ogwr) UA

Prestatyn 1 UD x F ST 16,000 Flintshire Denbighshire (Sir Ddinbych) UA

Rhyl n 1 UD x F ST 25,000 Flintshire Denbighshire (Sir Ddinbych) UA

Tredegar 1 UD x F CB ST 14,800 Monmouthshire Blaenau Gwent UA

Ystrad Mynach 4 x ST 19,000 Monmouthshire Caerphilly (Caerffili) UA

There is only 1 Large Town - the capital of Wales

There are 6 Medium-sized freestanding towns with populations over 30,000 but under 50,000
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Aberavon 4 x Ch ST 5,400 Glamorganshire Neath Port Talbot (Castell-nedd PT) UA

Aberbargoed 4 x ST 9,100 Monmouthshire Caerphilly (Caerffili) UA

Ammanford 1 UD x F ST 7,900 Carmarthenshire Camarthanshire (Sir Gaerfyrddin) UA

Bagillt 4 x ST 4,100 Flintshire Flintshire (Sir y Fflint) UA

Bedwas 3 x F ST 8,500 Glamorganshire Caerphilly (Caerffili) UA

Blaenavon n 1 UD x ST 5,600 Monmouthshire Torfaen UA

Blaina 4 x ST 4,800 Monmouthshire Blaenau Gwent UA

Brecon n 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 8,200 Brecknockshire Powys UA

Brynmawr 1 UD x F ST 5,500 Brecknockshire Blaenau Gwent UA

Burry Port 1 UD x F ST 6,100 Carmarthenshire Camarthanshire (Sir Gaerfyrddin) UA

Caerleon 1 UD x F Ch ST 8,700 Monmouthshire Newport (Casnewydd) UA

Caernafon n 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 9,600 Caernarvonshire Gwynedd UA

Cardigan 1 MB x F Ch ST 4,100 Cardiganshire Ceredigion UA

Chirk n 4 x ST 4,000 Wrexham Wrexham (Wrecsam) UA

Crumlin 4 x ST 5,700 Glamorganshire Caerphilly (Caerffili) UA

Denbigh 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 8,500 Denbighshire Denbighshire (Sir Ddinbych) UA

Ewloe 4 x ST 5,400 Flintshire Flintshire (Sir y Fflint) UA

Glyn-Neath 4 x ST 4,100 Glamorganshire Neath Port Talbot (Castell-nedd PT) UA

Holywell 1 UD x F Ch ST 9,800 Flintshire Flintshire (Sir y Fflint) UA

Llandrindod Wells n 1 UD x F CB ST 5,300 Radnorshire Powys UA

Llangefni 1 UD x F ST 4,800 Anglesey Isle of Anglesey (Ynys Mon) UA

Llantwit Major 2 x F CB Ch ST 8,400 Glamorganshire Vale of Glamorgan (Bro Morgannwg) UA

Llanwrtyd Wells 1 UD x ST 4,000 Brecknockshire Powys UA

Loughor 4 x Ch ST 4,900 Glamorganshire Swansea (Abertawe) UA

Menai Bridge 1 UD x F ST 4,900 Anglesey Isle of Anglesey (Ynys Mon) UA

Old Colwyn 3 x F ST 7,600 Denbighshire Conwy UA

Pembroke 1 MB x F Ch ST 7,500 Pembrokeshire Pembrokeshire (Sir Benfro) UA

Pembroke Dock 4 x ST 9,700 Pembrokeshire Pembrokeshire (Sir Benfro) UA

Pencoed 3 x F ST 9,100 Glamorganshire Bridgend (Pen-y-bont ar Ogwr) UA

Penrhyn Bay 3 x F ST 4,200 Caernarvonshire Conwy UA

Pontardulais 3 x F ST 5,200 Glamorganshire Swansea (Abertawe) UA

Pontardwe 4 x ST 5,000 Glamorganshire Neath Port Talbot (Castell-nedd PT) UA

Pwllheli 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 4,000 Caernarvonshire Gwynedd UA

Rhuddlan n 2 x CB Ch ST 4,000 Flintshire Denbighshire (Sir Ddinbych) UA

Rhymney 1 UD x F ST 5,100 Monmouthshire Caerphilly (Caerffili) UA

Ruthin n 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 5,000 Denbighshire Denbighshire (Sir Ddinbych) UA

Saltney 4 x ST 4,700 Flintshire Flintshire (Sir y Fflint) UA

Shotton 4 x ST 6,000 Flintshire Flintshire (Sir y Fflint) UA

Tenby n 1 MB x F CB* Ch ST 4,600 Pembrokeshire Pembrokeshire (Sir Benfro) UA

Treharris 4 x ST 7,700 Glamorganshire Merthyr Tydfil (Merthyr Tudful) UA

Welshpool n 1 MB x F CB Ch ST 5,900 Montgomeryshire Powys UA

Ystradgynlais 4 x ST 9,000 Brecknockshire Powys UA

Aberaeron n 1 UD x F VS 1,400 Cardiganshire Ceredigion UA

Amlwch 1 UD x F VS 3,400 Anglesey Isle of Anglesey (Ynys Mon) UA

Bala n 1 UD x Ch VS 1,900 Merionethshire Gwynedd UA

Barmouth n 1 UD x VS 2,300 Merionethshire Gwynedd UA

Beaumaris n 1 MB x CB Ch VS 1,300 Anglesey Isle of Anglesey (Ynys Mon) UA

Benllech 4 x VS 3,400 Anglesey Isle of Anglesey (Ynys Mon) UA

Bethesda 1 UD x F VS 3,700 Caernarvonshire Gwynedd UA

Bettws y Coed n 1 UD x VS 2,000 Caernarvonshire Gwynedd UA

Blaenau Ffestiniog n 1 UD x F VS 3,600 Merionethshire Gwynedd UA

Builth Wells n 1 UD x F Ch VS 2,800 Brecknockshire Powys UA

Caerwys 4 x Ch VS 1,300 Flintshire Flintshire (Sir y Fflint) UA

Conwy n 1 MB x F CB* Ch VS 3,800 Caernarvonshire Conwy UA

Corwen n 4 x VS 2,300 Merionethshire Denbighshire (Sir Ddinbych) UA

Cowbridge 1 MB x F CB Ch VS 3,800 Glamorganshire Vale of Glamorgan (Bro Morgannwg) UA

Criccieth 1 UD x Ch VS 1,700 Caernarvonshire Gwynedd UA

Crickhowell 3 x F CB Ch VS 2,800 Brecknockshire Powys UA

There are 59 very small towns where the population is less than 4,000

There are 42 small towns where the population is above 4,000 but under 10,000
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Cwmamman 1 UD x VS 2,000 Carmarthenshire Camarthanshire (Sir Gaerfyrddin) UA

Dolgellau 1 UD x Ch VS 2,600 Merionethshire Gwynedd UA

Fishguard 1 UD x VS 3,400 Pembrokeshire Pembrokeshire (Sir Benfro) UA

St Davids © castlewales.com

Glanaman 4 X VS 2,000 Carmarthenshire Camarthanshire (Sir Gaerfyrddin) UA

Goodwick 4 x VS 2,000 Pembrokeshire Pembrokeshire (Sir Benfro) UA

Hakin n 4 x VS 2,300 Pembrokeshire Pembrokeshire (Sir Benfro) UA

Harlech n 4 x Ch VS 1,400 Merionethshire Gwynedd UA

Hay on Wye n 1 UD x CB Ch VS 1,600 Brecknockshire Powys UA

Holt 4 x Ch VS 2,000 Wrexham Wrexham (Wrecsam) UA

Kidwelly 1 MB x Ch VS 2,700 Carmarthenshire Camarthanshire (Sir Gaerfyrddin) UA

Knighton n 1 UD x CB Ch VS 3,000 Radnorshire Powys UA

Lampeter 1 MB x F Ch VS 2,900 Cardiganshire Ceredigion UA

Laugharne 4 x CB Ch VS 2,000 Carmarthenshire Camarthanshire (Sir Gaerfyrddin) UA

Llandeilo n 1 UD x Ch VS 2,000 Carmarthenshire Camarthanshire (Sir Gaerfyrddin) UA

Llandovery n 1 MB x F CB Ch VS 2,000 Carmarthenshire Camarthanshire (Sir Gaerfyrddin) UA

Llandysul 3 x F Ch VS 1,400 Cardiganshire Ceredigion UA

Llanfair Caereinion n 3 x F VS 1,800 Montgomeryshire Powys UA

Llanfairfechan 1 UD x VS 3,600 Caernarvonshire Conwy UA

Llanfyllin n 1 MB x F Ch VS 1,400 Montgomeryshire Powys UA

Llangollen n 1 UD x F Ch VS 3,400 Denbighshire Denbighshire (Sir Ddinbych) UA

Llanidloes n 1 MB x F CB Ch VS 2,900 Montgomeryshire Powys UA

Llanrwst 1 UD x F Ch VS 3,300 Denbighshire Conwy UA

Machynlleth 3 x F Ch VS 2,200 Montgomeryshire Powys UA

Montgomery n 1 MB x CB Ch VS 1,200 Montgomeryshire Powys UA

Narberth 1 UD x Ch VS 2,100 Pembrokeshire Pembrokeshire (Sir Benfro) UA

Nefyn 4 x Ch VS 2,600 Caernarvonshire Gwynedd UA

New Quay n 1 UD x VS 1,200 Cardiganshire Ceredigion UA

Newcastle Emlyn 1 UD x F VS 1,000 Carmarthenshire Camarthanshire (Sir Gaerfyrddin) UA

Newport n 2 x CB Ch VS 1,200 Pembrokeshire Pembrokeshire (Sir Benfro) UA

Neyland 4 x VS 3,700 Pembrokeshire Pembrokeshire (Sir Benfro) UA

Penmenmawr n 1 UD x VS 2,500 Caernarvonshire Conwy UA

Porthmadog n 1 UD x F CB VS 2,900 Caernarvonshire Gwynedd UA

Presteigne 1 UD x CB Ch VS 2,000 Radnorshire Powys UA

Queensferry 3 x F VS 2,100 Flintshire Flintshire (Sir y Fflint) UA

Rhayader n 4 x Ch VS 1,800 Radnorshire Powys UA

St Asaph n 3 x F Ch VS 3,300 Denbighshire Denbighshire (Sir Ddinbych) UA

St Clears 4 x VS 2,800 Carmarthenshire Camarthanshire (Sir Gaerfyrddin) UA

St Davids 1 CB x F CB Ch VS 1,400 Pembrokeshire Pembrokeshire (Sir Benfro) UA

Talgarth 4 x VS 1,600 Brecknockshire Powys UA

Tregaron 3 x F Ch VS 1,900 Cardiganshire Ceredigion UA

Tywyn n 1 UD x F Ch VS 3,000 Merionethshire Gwynedd UA

Usk n 1 UD x Ch VS 2,800 Monmouthshire Monmouthshire (Sir Fynwy) UA

Whitland 3 x F Ch VS 2,000 Carmarthenshire Camarthanshire (Sir Gaerfyrddin) UA

  Crickhowell © gbfotolibra.comMontgomery © wikipedia.org
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There is only 1 Large Town - the Capital of Northern Ireland

Belfast CB Tag F IHT Ch LT 276,400 Antrim/Belfast Belfast City Council

There are 4 other Towns where the population is above 50,000 but below 250,000

Bangor MB F T 58,300 Down Newry, Mourne & Down District Council

Derry CB Tag F T 83,600 Derry Derry City & Strabane District Council

Lisburn MB Tag F Ch T 71,400 Antrim/Lisburn Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council

Newtownabbey UD F T 62,000 Antrim/Newtown.. Antrim Newtownabbey Borough Council

There are 22 Small Towns with populations between 10,000 and 30,000 

Antrim 3 x F ST 20,000 Antrim Antrim Newtownabbey Borough Council

Armagh 1 UD x F IHT Ch ST 14,500 Armagh/Craigavon Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon BC

Ballymena 1 MB x F ST 28,700 Antrim/Moyle Causeway Coast Glens Borough Council

Banbridge 1 UD x F ST 14,700 Down/Banbridge Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon BC

Carrickfergus 1 MB x F IHT ST 27,200Antrim/Carrickgergus Mid and East Antrim Borough Council

Coleraine n 1 MB x F ST 24,000 Derry/Coleraine Causeway Coast Glens Borough Council

Cookstown 1 UD x F ST 10,600 Tyrone/Cookstown Mid-Ulster District Council

Craigavon 3 x F ST 12,500 Armagh/Craigavon Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon BC

Downpatrick 3 x F IHT ST 10,300 Down Causeway Coast Glens Borough Council

Dundonald 4 x ST 13,900 Down/Castlereagh Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council

Dungannon 1 UD x F ST 11,100 Tyrone/Dungannon Mid-Ulster District Council

Enniskillen 1 MB x F ST 13,500 Fermanagh Fermanagh & Omagh District Council

Holywood 1 UD x F ST 12,000 Down/North Downs Ards & North Downs Borough Council

The ECOVAST size bands are set out below: Conurbations made up of several towns are listed first

Towns which are listed in the major world data base of towns called Tageo.com (Tag).  However the database has 

limitations as it only lists the larger 300 towns in any country (which does not include all the towns in England, 

Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland)

ECOVAST survey of towns that provided a Secondary School function are identified with 'F' 

Towns recognised as being the best historic towns in Ireland published in 1981 which covers Northern Ireland

Name of town or city - listed alphabetically.  Cities of today are listed in bold.  New Towns identified as 'NT'

The towns followed by n are ones visited by the ECOVAST author of this report

Code for all towns with populations of less than 10,000 - why they are included as towns: 

Former status: County Boroughs (CB); City Councils (CC); Municipal Boroughs (MB); Urban Districts (UD)

This database lists all freestanding towns and also towns which have coalesced into 'urban areas' which are identified as a 'place' by their 

name.  Several were once clearly separate communities - some former Municipal Boroughs or Urban Districts.  The constituent 'town' parts of 

these urban areas are included in the list.  All towns are listed alphabetically.

Northen ireland is part of the United Kingdom.  It was created in 1921 when Ireland was partitioned and was divided into 6 administrative 

counties.  The present devolved government dates back to 2007.  The country today is divived into 11 Districts.  The original counties and the 

newest 11 Districts are shown on the database.  The population of Northern Ireland in 2011 was 1,810, 800. 

Local Authority areas - former geographical counties

Population of town taken from Wikipedia town website - most (but not all) are for 2011 - and have been rounded

Census data; Wikipedia Town websites; Wikipedia List of Towns; Wikipedia List of former rural and urban districts; 

Ordnance Survey Maps 1:50,000; Daily mail UK Tourist Maps 1:400,000; Council for British Archaeology data; 

Whitaker's Almanack; ECOVAST survey work and databases

Current Local Authority areas - Shire Counties, Metropolitan Counties or Unitary Authorities

Former Municipal Borough or Urban District

Towns listed on the List of Northern Ireland Towns or included as a 'town' on their website identified with 'x'

Included on the list of Best Historic Irish Towns

Has a secondary school

Called 'town' on website (x)

Medium sized Towns with populations between 30,000 and under 50,000

Small Towns - populations below 30,000 (with 2 levels: 30,000-10,000 & 9,999-4000)  

Many towns were awarded Town Charters (Ch) in the Middle Ages by the Kings of Ireland 

Very Small Towns with populations less than 4,000.  Many towns in remoter rural areas can be as low as 1,000  
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Larne n 1 MB x F ST 18,200 Antrim/Larne Mid and East Antrim Borough Council

Limavady n 1 UD x F ST 12,100 Derry/Limavady Causeway Coast Glens Borough Council

Lurgan 1 MB x F ST 23,000 Armagh/Craigavon Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon BC

Maghera 3 x F ST 23,700 Derry Derry City & Strabane District Council

Newry 3 UD x F Ch ST 27,400 Armagh Newry, Mourne & Down District Council

Newtownards 1 MB x F ST 27,800 Down/Ards Ards & North Downs Borough Council

Omagh 1 UD x F ST 19,100 Tyrone/Omagh Fermanagh & Omagh District Council

Portadown 1 MB x F ST 22,000 Armagh/Craigavon Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon BC

Strabane 1 UD x F ST 13,400 Tyrone/Strabane Derry City & Strabane District Council

Armagh: © www.expedia   Carrickfergus © wikipedia.org  Downpatrick © burgesses.info/dickson

There are 16 Small Towns with populations between 4,000 and 10,000

Ballycastle 1 UD x F ST 5,000 Antrim/Moyle Causeway Coast Glens Borough Council

Ballyclare 1 UD x F ST 8,700Antrim/Newtownabbey Antrim & Newtownabbey BC

Ballymoney 1 UD x F ST 9,000 Antrim/Ballymoney Causeway Coast Glens Borough Council

Ballynahinch 3 x F ST 5,300 Down Causeway Coast Glens Borough Council

Carryduff 4 x ST 6,500 Down/Castlereagh Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council

Coalisland 3 x F ST 4,900 Tyrone/Dungannon Mid-Ulster District Council

Comber 3 x F ST 8,900 Down/Ards Ards & North Downs Borough Council

Donaghadee 1 UD x ST 6,400 Down/Ards Ards & North Downs Borough Council

Dromore 1 UD x F ST 4,900 Down/Bainbridge Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon BC

Kilkeel 1 UD x F ST 6,300 Down/Newry Mourn Newry, Mourne & Down District Council

Magherafelt 3 x F ST 8,300 Derry Derry City & Strabane District Council

Newcastle 1 UD x F ST 7,400 Down Newry, Mourne & Down District Council

Portstewart 1 UD x F ST 7,800 Derry/Coleraine Causeway Coast Glens Borough Council

Portrush 1 UD x ST 6,300 Antrim/Coleraine Causeway Coast Glens Borough Council

Randalstown 4 x ST 4,900 Antrim Antrim & Newtownabbey BC

Warrenpoint 1 UD x ST 7,000 Down/Newry Mourn Newry, Mourne & Down District Council

There is 1 Very Small Town were the population is less than 4,000

Whitehead 1 UD x VS 3,700 Antrim/Carrickfergus Mid and East Antrim Borough Council
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email:   carter73@btinternet.com

The Evidence Base' was published in February 2015

Copies of publications are available from ECOVAST

It is a volunteer-based organisation that seeks to influence policy and action by citizen involvement.  Our network supports its members, and 

encourages cooperation between them, as they pursue their activities in rural areas.  ECOVAST is an International Non-Government 

Organisation.

ECOVAST publication 'The Importance of Small Towns' was published November 2014

Its members come from a variety of backgrounds (including academics, anthropologists, archaeologists, architects, economists, ethnologists, 

geographers, historians, industrial archaeologists, researchers, sociologists, town planners, and rural practitioners) who work in the public, 

private and voluntary sectors.  On our study tours and surveys we visit many varied rural projects and meet people from rural communities in 

many European countries and in rural areas where political situations vary considerably.  

ECOVAST is managed by an International Committee.  It has National Sections in Austria, Croatia, Germany, Hungary, Former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia, Poland, Romania, Russia, Slovakia and the United Kingdom which focus on local rural issues in those countries.   Its 

international work focuses on landscapes, rural buildings, rural tourism and small towns.  

A companion document with more examples from the Danube Valley countries was also published 

in February 2015

The European Council for the Village and Small Town (ECOVAST)

ECOVAST was foundedin 1984 in Germany, to foster the economic, social and cultural vitality and the administrative identity of rural 

communities throughout Europe and to safeguard the sensitive and imaginative renewal of the built and natural environment of such 

communities.  ECOVAST has members from many countries across Europe, both individuals and networks.
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